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ABSTRACT

Child marriage remains a pressing issue in India, particularly in
regions like Murshidabad, West Bengal. This article examines the
prevalence of child marriage in Murshidabad, the socio-economic
factors contributing to this practice, and effective strategies for
prevention. Through qualitative and quantitative analyses, the study
aims to identify key challenges and propose actionable solutions to
combat child marriage in the district. A total of 100 respondents,
including parents and community leaders, were surveyed across
various villages in Murshidabad. The sample included both genders
and a mix of socio-economic backgrounds. Data were collected using
structured questionnaires that included demographic information,
awareness of legal frameworks, educational background, and cultural
perceptions regarding marriage. Data were analyzed using descriptive
statistics, chi-square tests, and correlation analysis to identify
relationships between variables. It is revealed that Economic
constraints and lack of education are viewed as the most pressing
factors contributing to child marriage. There is a strong relationship
between educational level and support for child marriage. The results
suggest a meaningful relationship between economic status and
support for child marriage, highlighting that improving economic
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Murshidabad
INTRODUCTION
Murshidabad, located in West Bengal, is

characterized by high rates of poverty, illiteracy, and
cultural practices that perpetuate child marriage.
Despite legal prohibitions, the tradition persists,
affecting the health, education, and future prospects
of young girls. This research seeks to explore the
dimensions of child marriage in Murshidabad and
highlight preventive measures. Child marriage
remains a pervasive issue affecting millions of
children, primarily girls, around the world. Defined as
a formal marriage or informal union before the age of
18, child marriage not only violates the rights of
children but also hampers their educational and
economic prospects. Preventing child marriage is
crucial for fostering gender equality, enhancing
public health, and promoting social and economic
development. This essay explores the causes,
consequences, and effective strategies for preventing
child marriage.

The roots of child marriage are deeply entrenched in
cultural, economic, and social factors. In many
communities, traditional norms and practices regard
marriage as a means of securing a girl's future and
protecting her from premarital sexual relations.
Poverty also plays a significant role; families facing
financial hardship may marry off their daughters
early, viewing this as a way to reduce economic
burdens or to gain dowries. Additionally, in conflict-
affected regions, early marriage is often seen as a
coping mechanism for insecurity and instability.

Educational disparities further exacerbate the issue. In
many cultures, girls are less likely to receive an
education than boys, limiting their opportunities and
reinforcing cycles of poverty and early marriage. The
lack of legal frameworks and enforcement
mechanisms also contributes to the persistence of
child marriage, particularly in areas where children’s
rights are not prioritized.

@ IJTSRD | Unique Paper ID — IJTSRD69439 | Volume-8 | Issue—35 | Sep-Oct 2024

Page 698



International Journal of Trend in Scientific Research and Development @ www.ijtsrd.com eISSN: 2456-6470

The consequences of child marriage are far-reaching
and devastating. Health risks are paramount, as early
pregnancy poses significant threats to both maternal
and infant health. Girls who marry young are more
likely to experience complications during childbirth,
leading to higher rates of maternal mortality.
Additionally, early marriage often results in
interrupted  education, limiting girls' future
employment opportunities and perpetuating cycles of
poverty.

Socially, child marriage can lead to a loss of
childhood and agency. Girls who marry early may
face isolation, domestic violence, and restricted
access to social networks. This can hinder their
personal development and reinforce gender
inequality, creating barriers that affect future
generations. Economically, the loss of potential
income from educated women contributes to national
economic stagnation, underscoring the importance of
addressing this issue at a broader level.

Literature Review

Previous studies have indicated that socio-economic
factors, such as poverty, lack of education, and
entrenched gender norms, significantly contribute to
child marriage (Raj et al., 2019). In West Bengal,
cultural practices often dictate marriage at an early
age, exacerbating the issue (Basu & Bhattacharya,
2018). Understanding these factors is crucial for
developing effective interventions.

Many studies emphasize the influence of cultural
beliefs and practices. For instance, Mian et al. (2020)
note that in some societies, marrying daughters early
is seen as a way to secure their future and preserve
family honor. Poverty is a critical driver, with
evidence from Raj et al. (2019) indicating that
families in financial distress may view child marriage
as a means to alleviate economic burdens. According
to Wodon et al. (2017), lack of access to education
significantly correlates with higher rates of child
marriage, as girls with limited educational
opportunities are more likely to marry young. The
consequences of child marriage are profound and
multifaceted. Studies show that early marriage leads
to increased maternal and infant mortality rates. A
study by UNICEF (2021) highlights that girls aged
15-19 face a higher risk of complications during
childbirth. Research by Field and Ambrus (2008)
indicates that child marriage disrupts education, with
married girls often dropping out of school, limiting
their future economic opportunities. Child marriage

often results in social isolation and increased
vulnerability to domestic violence, as discussed in the
work of Kabeer (2016). These factors collectively
perpetuate cycles of poverty and gender inequality.
Effective prevention strategies are critical in
addressing child marriage. A significant body of
literature underscores the importance of education in
delaying marriage. Studies by Malhotra et al. (2011)
demonstrate that providing scholarships and
incentives for girls to remain in school can reduce
child marriage rates. Engaging communities in
dialogue is essential. Research by Kaplan et al. (2020)
shows that programs involving local leaders and
parents can shift cultural attitudes toward child
marriage. The literature emphasizes the need for
robust legal frameworks. Girls Not Brides (2022)
highlights successful cases where enforcing a
minimum marriage age has led to declines in child
marriage rates.

Significance of the Study:

The significance of this study on the prevention of
child marriage in Murshidabad, West Bengal, is
multifaceted, addressing critical socio-economic and
cultural dimensions that impact the lives of young
girls. this study is significant not only for its
immediate implications in Murshidabad but also for
its potential to influence broader societal change. By
addressing the challenges and proposing actionable
strategies, it aims to create a future where girls can
pursue their dreams free from the constraints of early
marriage.

Objectives: This article examines the prevalence of
child marriage in Murshidabad, the socio-economic
factors contributing to this practice, and effective
strategies for prevention.

Methodology
Sample: A total of 100 respondents, including
parents and community leaders, were surveyed across
various villages in Murshidabad. The sample included
both genders and a mix of socio-economic
backgrounds.

Data Collection: Data were collected using
structured questionnaires that included demographic
information, awareness of legal frameworks,
educational background, and cultural perceptions
regarding marriage.

Statistical Analysis: Data were analyzed using
descriptive statistics, chi-square tests, and correlation
analysis to identify relationships between variables.
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Data Analysis and Interpretation:
Table 1: Demographic Profile of Respondents

Variable Frequency (n=100) Percentage (%)
Age Group (Years)
18-25 25 25
26-35 30 30
36-45 20 20
46 and above 25 25
Gender
Male 40 40
Female 60 60
Educational Level
Illiterate 35 35
Primary Education 25 25
Secondary Education 25 25
Higher Education 15 15

The data presents a sample of 100 respondents categorized by age group, gender, and educational level.25
respondents (25%) represent the youngest demographic.26-35 years is the largest group, with 30 respondents
(30%), indicates a significant presence of young adults.36-45 years group has 20 respondents (20%), showing a
decrease in representation. Similar to the youngest group, 46 years and above demographic also consists of 25
respondents (25%).Gender: Male Comprising 40 respondents (40%), this group is underrepresented compared
to females. The majority, with 60 respondents (60%), highlights a higher female participation in the survey.

Educational Level: The largest group, with 35 respondents (35%), indicates a notable level of illiteracy. 25
respondents (25%) have completed primary education, reflecting basic educational attainment. Secondary
Education level also includes 25 respondents (25%), indicating equal representation with primary education.
Higher Education is the smallest group, with only 15 respondents (15%), suggests limited access to advanced
education.

Table 2: Factors Influencing Child Marriage

Factor Agree (%) Disagree (%)
Economic Constraints 80 20
Cultural Traditions 70 30
Lack of Education 85 15
Awareness of Laws 40 60

The data presents respondents' perceptions regarding various factors contributing to child marriage, measured by
agreement and disagreement percentages. 80% believe that economic constraints significantly contribute to child
marriage. Only 20% do not see economic issues as a factor, indicating a strong consensus on its impact. 70%
acknowledge that cultural traditions play a role in child marriage. 30% disagree, suggesting that while cultural
beliefs are influential, there is some variation in opinion. A high 85% agree that lack of education is a critical
factor. Only 15% disagree, reflecting broad recognition of education's importance in this issue. 40% believe that
awareness of laws is a contributing factor to child marriage. 60% disagree, suggesting that many respondents
feel legal awareness is not a significant influence. The data indicates that economic constraints and lack of
education are viewed as the most pressing factors contributing to child marriage, with cultural traditions also
recognized as important. In contrast, a majority see legal awareness as less relevant, highlighting potential areas
for increased education and advocacy.

Table 3: Impact of Educational Level on the Child Marriage
Variable Chi-Square Value Degrees of Freedom P-Value
Educational Level vs. Support for Child Marriage 15.67 3 <0.01

The provided data presents the results of a Chi-Square test examining the relationship between educational level
and support for child marriage. Chi-Square Value 15.67 indicates a significant association between educational
level and attitudes toward child marriage. Degrees of Freedom 3 suggests that there are four categories (levels
of education) being compared in this analysis. P-Value <0.01 signifies a statistically significant result, meaning
there is less than a 1% probability that the observed relationship occurred by chance. The results indicate a
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strong relationship between educational level and support for child marriage, suggesting that education may play
acritical role in shaping attitudes toward this practice. The significant p-value underscores the need for targeted
educational interventions to reduce support for child marriage.

Table 4: Relationship between Economic Status and Support for Child Marriage

Economic Status vs. Support for Child Marriage 0.68

<0.01

The data presents the correlation between economic status and support for child marriage. Correlation
Coefficient Value (r) 0.68 indicates a strong positive correlation, suggesting that as economic status improves,
support for child marriage decreases. P-Value <0.01 signifies that the correlation is statistically significant, with
less than a 1% chance that the relationship observed is due to random variation. The results suggest a meaningful
relationship between economic status and support for child marriage, highlighting that improving economic
conditions may reduce support for this practice. The strong correlation and significant p-value emphasize the
importance of addressing economic factors in efforts to combat child marriage.

Strategies for Prevention:

Community Awareness Programs: Implementing
community-based awareness programs can help
challenge cultural norms surrounding child marriage.
Workshops, seminars, and community meetings can
be organized to educate families about the legal
implications of child marriage and the benefits of
delaying marriage for girls’ health and education.

Empowering Girls Through Education: Promoting
girls’ education is a crucial strategy for preventing
child marriage. Scholarships, incentives for families,
and improved access to schools can encourage
families to invest in their daughters’ education.
Programs that provide vocational training for girls
can also enhance their economic independence,
making early marriage less appealing.

Strengthening Legal Frameworks: Enhancing the
enforcement of the Prohibition of Child Marriage Act
is essential. This can be achieved through training
local law enforcement and community leaders on the
legal ramifications of child marriage and establishing
reporting mechanisms for cases of child marriage.

Engaging Men and Boys: Engaging men and boys in
discussions about gender equality can challenge the
norms that support child marriage. Programs that
focus on positive masculinity can encourage boys to
support their sisters’ education and empowerment.

Collaboration with NGOs and Government:
Collaboration between governmental bodies and
NGOs can facilitate the implementation of
comprehensive strategies to combat child marriage.
Joint initiatives can include awareness campaigns,
educational programs, and legal support services
tailored to the needs of the community.

Findings:

» Economic constraints and lack of education are
viewed as the most pressing factors contributing
to child marriage

» There is a strong relationship between educational
level and support for child marriage

» The results suggest a meaningful relationship
between economic status and support for child
marriage, highlighting that improving economic
conditions may reduce support for this practice

Conclusion: Preventing child marriage in
Murshidabad requires a multi-faceted approach that
addresses cultural, economic, and educational
barriers. By implementing community-based
strategies that empower girls and engage families, the
cycle of child marriage can be broken. Continued
efforts from both governmental and non-
governmental sectors are vital to foster an
environment where young girls can pursue their rights
and futures free from the threat of early marriage.
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