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ABSTRACT 

The purpose of this review is to synthesise the available research on 
ESL reading instruction in the United States and provide those 
findings. Reading instruction for ESL (English for Speakers of Other 
Languages) students in the United States has been the subject of a lot 
of research, although it's typically superficial. Still, certain emerging 
themes emerged. The following were some of the most important 
assertions that might be made. First, we identified the classroom's 
most fundamental limitations: Educators may primarily work in small 
groups, emphasising word knowledge as well as oral reading; classic 
educational discourse patterns may well be incompatible with 
common home-discourse patterns; and ESL teachers may function 
properly with lower ESL cultural changes and underscore bottom 
level skills even more than with higher ESL groups. Second, there is 
a lack of clarity on the role and timing of born and bred reading 
instruction and ESL reading training in relation with ESL reading 
skills. Third, instruction that relied on students' existing knowledge, 
such as that which emphasised vocabulary, context, and sentence 
construction, was usually useful. And last, critical areas of teacher 
support for ESL reading instruction were insufficient. 
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INTRODUCTION 

This work focus on studying in that language does not 
in any way imply that the author favours using just 
the English language. According to a number of 
studies, the acquisition of a second language is 
associated with a variety of benefits to one's cognitive 
abilities On the other hand, there are three significant 
considerations that contributed to our decision to limit 
the scope of our evaluation to the English language 
and the United States. To begin, it's important to note 
that, at least for the foreseeable future, the vernacular 
of choice in the United States is English. It is 
impossible to be successful in today's society without 
a command of the English language, and for members 
of linguistic minorities, literacy in English is 
necessary for upward social mobility. It is abundantly 
obvious that further study is required to investigate 
the difficulties encountered by English language 
learners who are fluent in a minority language. 
Second, although research on reading instruction in 
those other second languages besides English might 
be useful for guiding ESL reading instruction, the 
target language to be taught is a potentially influential 
aspect in the learners' reading processes, guidance, 
development, and accomplishments. This is because  

 
the target language to be taught is a language that will 
be read to them. For example, it has been shown that 
a learner's target language may have an effect on the 
genre they write in (Allen, Bernhardt, Berry, & 
Demel, 1988). When contrasted with the other three 
After reading a magazine story in their target 
language, students in grades 9-12 who were learning 
Spanish had the best memory retention across all 
genres, but students in grades 12 and above who were 
learning French had the most difficulties with the 
same magazine story (in French). Therefore, it was 
important to consider the target language while 
seeking to reach a judgement about the degree of 
difficulty presented by various literary subgenres in 
the reading of a second language. In the same vein, 
the difficulties associated with reading certain genres 
may alter based on the language that is being taught, 
which calls for a shift in the priorities that are placed 
on teaching the language. One example that illustrates 
this notion is the fact that the degree of connection 
between reading ability in one's original language and 
reading ability in a second language may vary greatly. 
Studies have found at least modestly beneficial 
associations between first and second-language 
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reading performance for combinations of native and 
target languages, such as Dutch speakers learning 
Turk-ish, English speakers learning Spanish, and 
English speakers learning French. These 
combinations involve native speakers learning the 
target language (Bernhardt & Kamil, 1993). The 
correlations, on the other hand, have been somewhat 
variable, falling anywhere between 0.40 and 0.70. 
There was a high link between first-language reading 
achievement and second-language reading 
accomplishment; however, this association was only 
present if the target language and/or native language 
were the same as or extremely close to each other. 
Reading and reading instruction for students learning 
a second language may also be affected by a third 
factor, and that one is the sociopolitical environment 
in which the students are engaged in their studies 
(Edelsky, 1991). Students who are learning a foreign 
language in their home countries may come from a 
wide range of socioeconomic backgrounds, 
educational levels, and reasons for wanting to learn 
the language, in contrast to many students who are 
learning English as a second language in the United 
States (Krashen, 1985; Valdes, 1991). Again, one 
solution to this choice is to limit the scope of your 
study to a single target language and a particular 
geographical location. In general, the United States is 
in dire need of additional information about English 
as a second language instruction. Reading teaching 
for linguistic minorities is connected to a number of 
elements, including the target language, the social and 
political situation in which the language is being 
taught, and the instructional environment. The focus 
of this investigation will be restricted to research on 
teaching reading in English to speakers of other 
languages (ESL) that has been carried out in the 
United States. 

English as a Second Language in India 

Unlike the other Indian languages, which lead to 
linguistic regionalism, English in India is an issue of 
linguistic centralism. The presence of a foreign 
tongue with such a strong and distinct identity has 
been a challenge for the nation. However, the 
difficulty communicating became difficult with no 
clear path forward. 

The first step in every successful teaching-learning 
relationship is for the instructor to get to know the 
student. After then, and only then, would he or she be 
able to help the class grasp the material. 

Some of the subjects of instruction may be better 
grasped by pupils if they combine theoretical 
explanations with hands-on exercises. The world's 
increasing globalisation and sophistication made it 
impossible to abandon the English language. As an 

added bonus, Indian languages have a reputation for 
being anti-modern and steeped in tradition. Therefore, 
if all education were conducted in Indian languages, 
pandemonium would ensue and the country would 
fall behind the times. There were too many 
implications for our society, government, and 
finances to take this chance. Therefore, we need to 
find a quick answer to this problem. Only a 
simultaneous use of English and Indian languages 
seems to be a workable alternative It was necessary, 
then, to clarify English's place in India and its 
connection to Indian languages. Thus, it became 
necessary to clarify the function of English in India 
and its connection to other Indian languages. In 
addition, English's status as a global language was 
bolstered and reinforced as a result of its widespread 
recognition and positive public image. 
1. The language of knowledge(science and 

technology 
2. The language of liberal, modern thinking. 
3. A window on the world  
4. The language of library  

As a result, the trilingual formula was born. After 
being recommended in 1956 by the central advisory 
council on education, this strategy was officially 
implemented in the 1961 Chief Ministers conference. 
The plan's stated goal was to ensure that English was 
taught in all Indian classrooms. As a result, the pupils' 
exposure to Hindi decreased and they began studying 
English as a second language. 

Role of a Teacher 

Both the teacher's ability to convey information and 
the students' receptive skills are crucial to the success 
of any educational endeavour. The goal of education 
is to ensure that students have a thorough 
understanding of a topic. The goal of education is to 
equip young people to confidently engage with the 
world, which is rife with political, social, 
international, and even personal issues. Students 
should go away feeling empowered. Successful 
education equips pupils to make sound decisions on 
their own. 

As a first step in the teaching-learning process, the 
instructor must make an effort to learn about his or 
her pupils. Depending on the teacher's pedagogical 
approach, a combination of theory and practise on 
some of the subjects being taught may help students 
grasp the notion being taught. 

Aims of Teaching English as a Second Language 

in India 

As English's status as a worldwide language 
strengthens, it's more important than ever for people 
everywhere to have a working knowledge of it. 
Maintaining awareness of global changes without this 
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is challenging. Particularly important is learning this 
global language for a multilingual and rising nation 
like India. Therefore, a teacher of English should take 
into account the following goals and objectives in 
order to ensure that their students make progress 
towards their goals and succeed in their endeavours. 
Our pupils will be able to use these tools because: 

� Listen and understand English when someone 
speaks it at normal conversational speed 

� Use English for communication 

� Read English and understand the content 

� Write English for communication  

� Enjoy simple poems 

� Take an active interest in reading and hearing 
materials found in libraries. A student with 
native-level English proficiency may utilise the 
language in class to probe for deeper meaning, 
test assumptions, and push back against 
instructions given in English. There are four 
components to linguistic competence, and they 
are as follows: Knowledge of how to read and 
understand written material. 

Common Problems Affecting Teaching / Learning 

English As A Second Language In India: 

In India, there is a wide variety of influences on the 
classroom experience. There are two types of Indian 
students: those whose basic education is conducted in 
their native language and those whose education is 
conducted in English. Therefore, the issue of English 
as a second language education for Indian children 
begins in early childhood. The situation for English 
teachers in India has never been ideal. This is so due 
to several factors, like the country's high population, 
its poor economy, its cultural diversity, etc. 

Conclusion 

India is often regarded as a multiethnic nation that 
welcomes people of many faiths, languages, and 
cultural backgrounds. When considering the norms of 
India's conventional educational system, Indian 
classrooms are no exception. The role of the 
instructor in the classroom is particularly significant 
in India, where students come from a wide variety of 
religious, social, and linguistic backgrounds. Where 
students look up to him as a "Guru," he is the shaping 
influence behind their development. Time has 
changed and the present period is preoccupied with 
the modern learning-learning classroom system, but 

India has always used the Gurukul method, in which 
the disciple is monitored closely by the instructor in a 
setting where he receives more contact hours. There 
has been a shift away from the traditional ashram 
structure towards more conventional classroom 
settings. It has been accurately remarked that under 
this system the function of the teacher, or Guru, 
expands beyond the narrow confines of just imparting 
knowledge. As a result, the role of teacher as guide in 
the classroom is a heavenly one. Indian educators 
have been actively promoting English as a second 
language and a gateway to better job prospects among 
their students. Teaching English as a second language 
to students who are not native speakers of the 
language is a challenge for them. 
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