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ABSTRACT 
In today’s rapidly evolving mobile landscape, delivering high-
quality, performant applications across multiple platforms remains a 
significant challenge for development teams. Kotlin Multiplatform 
(KMP) emerges as a groundbreaking solution that enables the sharing 
of business logic, networking, and data layers across iOS, Android, 
and other platforms, while preserving native UI capabilities. This 
article explores the architectural principles, tooling ecosystem, and 
best practices of Kotlin Multiplatform to demonstrate how it 
accelerates cross-platform mobile development without 
compromising platform-specific user experience or performance. By 
analyzing real-world case studies and comparing KMP with 
traditional approaches like native and cross-platform frameworks, 
this paper highlights its potential to reduce development time, 
streamline maintenance, and foster code reuse. Furthermore, it 
addresses challenges such as platform integration, testing strategies, 
and team collaboration in a multiplatform context. Ultimately, this 
comprehensive overview positions Kotlin Multiplatform as a 
versatile and future-ready paradigm for modern mobile app 
development, empowering organizations to deliver seamless, high-
quality applications efficiently across diverse ecosystems. 
 

 

How to cite this paper: Eça De Queirós | 
António Lobo Antunes "Leveraging 
Kotlin Multiplatform for Modern Mobile 
App Development" 
Published in 
International Journal 
of Trend in 
Scientific Research 
and Development 
(ijtsrd), ISSN: 2456-
6470, Volume-6 | 
Issue-4, June 2022, pp.2378-2389, URL: 
www.ijtsrd.com/papers/ijtsrd50077.pdf 
 
Copyright © 2022 by author(s) and 
International Journal of Trend in 
Scientific Research and Development 
Journal. This is an 
Open Access article 
distributed under the 
terms of the Creative Commons 
Attribution License (CC BY 4.0) 
(http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0) 

I. INTRODUCTION  
The mobile app development landscape has 
undergone profound transformation over the past 
decade, driven by the exponential growth of mobile 
device usage and user expectations for seamless, 
high-performance applications. Organizations face 
mounting pressure to deliver feature-rich apps rapidly 
across multiple platforms—primarily Android and 
iOS—while maintaining code quality, performance, 
and native user experiences. This multi-platform 
imperative introduces significant complexity, as 
traditionally, separate native codebases and teams are 
required for each platform, leading to increased 
development costs, duplicated effort, and fragmented 
maintenance processes. 

In response to these challenges, the demand for 
effective code sharing and cross-platform 
development solutions has surged. Cross-platform 
frameworks such as React Native, Flutter, and 
Xamarin have gained traction by enabling shared UI 
and business logic layers, yet they often introduce 
trade-offs related to performance, platform fidelity, 
and integration complexities with native components. 

 
Amidst this evolving ecosystem, Kotlin 
Multiplatform (KMP) has emerged as a compelling 
paradigm that redefines cross-platform mobile 
development by allowing developers to share core 
application logic—including networking, data 
processing, and business rules—across platforms 
while still leveraging native UI frameworks. Unlike 
traditional cross-platform approaches that impose a 
single UI layer, KMP offers a modular, flexible 
architecture where teams can write platform-specific 
code only when necessary, preserving the unique 
capabilities and performance optimizations of each 
platform. 

This article aims to provide a comprehensive 
exploration of Kotlin Multiplatform’s role in modern 
mobile app development. It will delve into KMP’s 
architectural principles, tooling, and ecosystem, 
highlighting its advantages in accelerating 
development velocity, reducing code duplication, and 
improving maintainability. Additionally, it addresses 
practical considerations such as platform integration, 
testing strategies, and team workflows, drawing on 
real-world examples to illustrate best practices. By 
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the end of this discussion, readers will gain a nuanced 
understanding of how Kotlin Multiplatform can be 
strategically leveraged to build scalable, efficient, and 
native-feeling mobile applications in today’s 
competitive environment. 

II. Understanding Kotlin Multiplatform 
What is Kotlin Multiplatform? 
Kotlin Multiplatform (KMP) is an innovative 
development paradigm introduced by JetBrains that 
enables code sharing across multiple platforms using 
the Kotlin programming language. Unlike 
conventional cross-platform frameworks that 
primarily focus on unifying the user interface layer, 
KMP emphasizes sharing core application logic—
such as business rules, networking, and data 
storage—while allowing developers to retain full 
control over platform-specific UI implementations. 
This approach fosters a modular and flexible 
architecture where common code is written once and 
seamlessly integrated with native platform 
components, maximizing code reuse without 
compromising on performance or user experience. 

Core Principles and Architecture of KMP 
At its heart, Kotlin Multiplatform is built on the 
principle of “write once, run everywhere,” but with 
a nuanced approach that balances code sharing with 
platform specificity. The architecture is based on the 
following core principles: 
 Modularity: KMP divides applications into 

shared modules and platform-specific modules. 
Shared modules contain common Kotlin code that 
compiles to multiple targets, while platform 
modules contain native code or platform-specific 
Kotlin code. 

 Targeted Compilation: The Kotlin compiler 
supports multiple targets, including JVM for 
Android, Native for iOS and desktop, and 
JavaScript for web applications. This targeted 
compilation allows a single codebase to produce 
binaries optimized for each platform. 

 Expect/Actual Mechanism: KMP uses an 
elegant mechanism where the shared code 
declares platform-agnostic abstractions using the 
expect keyword, which are implemented in 
platform-specific modules with the actual 
keyword. This allows developers to tailor 
platform behaviors without duplicating the entire 
codebase. 

 Interoperability: Kotlin Multiplatform leverages 
Kotlin’s seamless interoperability with Java and 
Objective-C/Swift, enabling straightforward 
integration with existing native libraries and 
SDKs, thus protecting investments in platform-
specific code. 

Difference Between Kotlin Multiplatform and 
Traditional Cross-Platform Frameworks 
While traditional cross-platform frameworks like 
React Native and Flutter aim to provide a single, 
unified UI layer across platforms, Kotlin 
Multiplatform takes a fundamentally different 
approach by focusing on logic sharing rather than UI 
sharing. Key differences include: 

 UI Strategy: 
• React Native and Flutter render UI components 

via a framework-managed rendering engine, often 
leading to abstraction away from native widgets. 

• KMP delegates UI rendering entirely to native 
frameworks (e.g., UIKit for iOS, Jetpack 
Compose or XML layouts for Android), ensuring 
native look, feel, and performance. 

 Language and Ecosystem: 

• React Native uses JavaScript/TypeScript, while 
Flutter relies on Dart. 

• KMP is based on Kotlin, a statically typed, 
modern language with growing adoption in the 
Android ecosystem and increasing support on 
other platforms. 

 Flexibility and Adoption: 

• Traditional frameworks often require full 
commitment to their ecosystem and UI 
paradigms. 

• KMP allows incremental adoption, enabling 
teams to gradually migrate or share business logic 
without rewriting existing UI code. 

 Performance: 

• Because KMP produces native binaries with 
platform-optimized code, it often yields better 
runtime performance and lower memory footprint 
compared to frameworks with additional 
abstraction layers. 

Supported Platforms: Android, iOS, Web, 
Desktop, and More 
Kotlin Multiplatform's versatility is evident in its 
broad platform support, making it a truly multi-
environment development solution: 
 Android: KMP compiles to JVM bytecode and 

integrates naturally with existing Android 
applications and libraries. 

 iOS: Kotlin Native targets iOS by compiling 
Kotlin code to native binaries compatible with 
Swift and Objective-C, enabling smooth 
interoperability. 

 Web: Through Kotlin/JS, shared code can be 
transpiled into JavaScript, allowing reuse in 
browser environments and Node.js backends. 

 Desktop: Kotlin Native supports desktop 
operating systems like macOS, Windows, and 
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Linux, enabling shared logic in desktop 
applications. 

 Other Targets: Kotlin Multiplatform also 
supports embedded systems and server-side 
development, underscoring its potential as a 
universal code-sharing strategy. 

This extensive platform reach, combined with 
Kotlin's expressive syntax and strong type safety, 
positions Kotlin Multiplatform as a powerful enabler 
of cross-platform development that respects the 
unique requirements of each ecosystem. 

III. Benefits of Kotlin Multiplatform in Mobile 
Development 

Kotlin Multiplatform (KMP) offers a transformative 
approach to mobile app development, addressing 
many long-standing challenges associated with 
building and maintaining apps across multiple 
platforms. Its unique blend of shared business logic 
and native UI capabilities unlocks a range of tangible 
benefits that enhance both developer productivity and 
end-user experience. 

1. Code Reuse and Reduction of Duplicated 
Logic 

One of the most significant advantages of Kotlin 
Multiplatform is the ability to share core application 
logic—including networking, data persistence, 
validation, and business rules—across platforms. This 
reduces duplicated codebases that traditionally exist 
between Android (Kotlin/Java) and iOS 
(Swift/Objective-C) teams, leading to fewer bugs, 
easier maintenance, and faster feature rollouts. The 
shared codebase ensures consistency in business logic 
execution, simplifying QA and reducing the risk of 
divergent behaviors. 

2. Native Performance and UI Experience 
Unlike many cross-platform frameworks that impose 
a single UI abstraction layer, Kotlin Multiplatform 
leverages native UI toolkits on each platform (e.g., 
SwiftUI or UIKit on iOS, Jetpack Compose or XML 
layouts on Android). This means developers can build 
fully native interfaces with all the platform-specific 
polish users expect, ensuring optimal performance, 
responsiveness, and adherence to platform 
conventions. The separation of shared logic and 
native UI ensures that performance-critical UI 
rendering and animations remain smooth and fluid. 

3. Improved Development Velocity and 
Consistency Across Platforms 

By consolidating the core logic into a single Kotlin 
codebase, teams can accelerate development cycles 
and improve consistency across Android and iOS 
apps. Features implemented in the shared module 
become immediately available to both platforms, 

reducing duplication of effort and enabling 
synchronized releases. This efficiency fosters better 
collaboration between frontend and backend teams 
and facilitates a unified development roadmap, 
ultimately speeding up time-to-market. 

4. Strong Typing, Null Safety, and Modern 
Language Features of Kotlin 

Kotlin itself is a modern, expressive language that 
offers several developer-friendly features such as 
strong static typing, null safety, coroutines for 
asynchronous programming, and extension 
functions. These features increase code reliability, 
reduce runtime errors, and simplify asynchronous 
tasks—key advantages in mobile app development 
where stability and responsiveness are paramount. By 
leveraging Kotlin for both shared and platform-
specific code, developers benefit from a consistent 
language experience and robust tooling support. 

5. Interoperability with Existing Native 
Codebases 

A practical strength of Kotlin Multiplatform lies in its 
seamless interoperability with existing native 
codebases. Teams can incrementally adopt KMP 
within large, mature projects without needing a 
complete rewrite. For Android, Kotlin naturally 
integrates with Java and existing Kotlin code, while 
for iOS, Kotlin/Native compiles to a framework that 
can be consumed directly by Swift or Objective-C. 
This interoperability enables gradual migration 
strategies and mixed codebases where legacy and new 
modules coexist, reducing risk and easing 
organizational transition. 

IV. Architecture and Components of Kotlin 
Multiplatform Projects 

Kotlin Multiplatform projects are architected to 
maximize code sharing while maintaining the 
flexibility to leverage native platform capabilities. 
This modular design approach divides the application 
into clearly defined components that promote 
maintainability, scalability, and efficient collaboration 
across platform teams. 

1. Shared Module: Core Business Logic, 
Networking, and Data Storage 

At the heart of every Kotlin Multiplatform project lies 
the shared module, which encapsulates the 
application’s cross-platform code. This module 
contains business logic, networking layers, data 
models, serialization, validation rules, and data 
storage abstractions. By centralizing these concerns, 
the shared module eliminates redundant code and 
enforces consistency in how data is processed and 
manipulated across platforms. 
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The shared module typically relies on Kotlin 
libraries—such as Ktor for networking and 
SQLDelight or Realm for data persistence—enabling 
asynchronous and reactive programming through 
Kotlin coroutines. This modularization ensures that 
core functionality evolves in one place, reducing bugs 
and simplifying updates while accelerating feature 
parity between iOS and Android. 

2. Platform-Specific Implementations: UI and 
Platform APIs 

While the shared module handles cross-cutting 
concerns, platform-specific code is crucial for 
delivering native user interfaces and interacting 
with device-specific APIs such as sensors, cameras, 
or platform-specific UI frameworks. For instance, the 
Android implementation uses Jetpack Compose or 
XML layouts, whereas iOS uses SwiftUI or UIKit to 
render the UI. 

Kotlin Multiplatform facilitates clean separation by 
allowing teams to implement platform-specific 
modules that depend on the shared module but 
contain UI and platform API calls unique to each 
environment. This separation enables developers to 
fully exploit platform features and deliver native user 
experiences without sacrificing the benefits of shared 
logic. 

3. Use of Kotlin Libraries and Gradle for Multi-
Target Builds 

Kotlin Multiplatform leverages the powerful Gradle 
build system for orchestrating multi-target builds. 
Gradle’s Kotlin DSL allows configuring build 
pipelines to compile and package shared code into 
platform-specific artifacts—such as JVM bytecode 
for Android and native binaries or frameworks for 
iOS. 

The ecosystem of Kotlin libraries continues to grow, 
offering multiplatform-compatible tools for 
serialization, dependency injection, testing, and 
concurrency. This rich tooling ecosystem, combined 
with Gradle’s extensibility, empowers developers to 
streamline their build processes, automate testing 
across targets, and ensure reliable continuous 
integration and deployment pipelines. 

4. Code Sharing Strategies: The Expect/Actual 
Mechanism 

A distinctive feature of Kotlin Multiplatform is the 
expect/actual mechanism, which facilitates seamless 
platform abstraction. Developers declare platform-
agnostic interfaces or classes in the shared code using 
the expect keyword. Corresponding platform-specific 
implementations are provided using the actual 
keyword in each platform module. 

This pattern enables encapsulation of platform-
dependent logic—such as file system access, logging, 
or cryptography—while preserving a consistent API 
in the shared module. The expect/actual mechanism 
promotes clean separation of concerns and enables 
teams to write extensible, testable code that respects 
the nuances of each platform 

Figure 1: High-level architecture showing 
separation between shared business logic and 

platform-specific UI implementations in a Kotlin 
Multiplatform project. 

 

Figure 2: Time-to-Market Reduction Using 
Kotlin Multiplatform as a line chart. 

 

V. Setting Up a Kotlin Multiplatform Project 
Successfully adopting Kotlin Multiplatform (KMP) 
begins with establishing a robust development 
environment and configuring the project to support 
multiple targets effectively. This section outlines the 
essential prerequisites, project structure, and 
configuration steps that set the foundation for 
efficient multiplatform development. 

1. Development Environment Prerequisites 
To develop Kotlin Multiplatform projects, developers 
need to set up modern, compatible IDEs that support 
Kotlin’s multiplatform tooling: 
 IntelliJ IDEA Ultimate: Offers comprehensive 

Kotlin support, including multiplatform project 
templates, debugging, and Gradle integration. It is 
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often the IDE of choice for KMP development 
across all platforms. 

 Android Studio: Built on IntelliJ IDEA, it 
provides native Android tooling alongside Kotlin 
support. Android Studio is essential for working 
on Android-specific code and debugging. 

Both IDEs support Kotlin Multiplatform plugins and 
provide rich assistance for Gradle configurations, 
code completion, and cross-platform debugging. 

2. Project Structure and Configuration 
A typical Kotlin Multiplatform project follows a 
modular structure to clearly separate shared and 
platform-specific code: 

root-project/ 

├── shared/ # Shared module with common Kotlin 
code 

│ ├── src/commonMain/ # Shared business logic 
and utilities 

│ ├── src/androidMain/ # Android-specific 
implementations 

│ └── src/iosMain/ # iOS-specific implementations 

├── androidApp/ # Native Android app module 

└── iosApp/ # Native iOS app module (usually an 
Xcode project) 

The shared module is configured in the Gradle build 
script (build.gradle.kts) to target multiple platforms 
such as android(), ios(), and others as needed. This 
setup enables compiling shared Kotlin code into 
platform-specific artifacts (e.g., .aar for Android, 
.framework for iOS). 

3. Building Shared Libraries and Integrating 
with Native Apps 

Once the shared module is built, it produces libraries 
that can be consumed by native apps: 
 Android Integration: The shared module 

compiles into an Android Archive (.aar), which is 
added as a dependency in the Android app’s 
Gradle build. This allows direct invocation of 
shared Kotlin logic from Android-specific code. 

 iOS Integration: KMP compiles the shared code 
into a native framework (.framework) that is 
imported into the iOS app via Xcode. Swift or 
Objective-C code interacts with the shared 
module through generated bindings, enabling 
seamless integration. 

This decoupled approach allows teams to 
independently develop and test shared logic and 
platform-specific UI, fostering parallel workflows. 

4. Managing Dependencies and Gradle 
Configurations 

Effective dependency management is critical for 
smooth multiplatform builds. The shared module’s 

Gradle script defines dependencies separately for 
commonMain, androidMain, and iosMain source sets, 
ensuring platform-appropriate libraries are used. 

Example snippet: 
kotlin { 
 android() 
 ios() 

 sourceSets { 
    val commonMain by getting { 
       dependencies { 

implementation("io.ktor:ktor-client-  
core:2.x.x") 
implementation("org.jetbrains.kotlinx:kotlinx-
coroutines-core:1.x.x") 

      } 
      } 
       val androidMain by getting { 
         dependencies { 

implementation("io.ktor:ktor-client-
okhttp:2.x.x") 

      } 
      } 
      val iosMain by getting { 
        dependencies { 

implementation("io.ktor:ktor-client-ios:2.x.x") 
      } 
    } 
  } 
} 

Gradle’s flexibility allows customizing build variants, 
handling signing configurations for Android, and 
defining CocoaPods integration for iOS, enabling a 
streamlined CI/CD pipeline for multiplatform 
projects. 

VI. Real-World Use Cases and Examples 
Kotlin Multiplatform (KMP) has evolved from a 
promising experimental feature into a production-
ready solution embraced by a growing number of 
organizations. Its value lies in enabling companies to 
streamline mobile development workflows while 
maintaining the quality and performance of native 
applications. This section explores practical 
scenarios, industry adoption, and emerging 
innovations in multi-platform user interface sharing. 

1. Common Scenarios for Leveraging KMP in 
Mobile Apps 

KMP is particularly well-suited for mobile app 
development scenarios that demand platform parity, 
code reuse, and reduced time-to-market. 
Companies often turn to KMP in the following 
contexts: 
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 Greenfield Projects: New applications being 
built from the ground up benefit from a shared 
architecture that reduces development overhead 
and ensures alignment across iOS and Android 
teams. 

 Feature Consistency in Existing Apps: Teams 
maintaining large, separate codebases can use 
KMP to consolidate core business logic and 
gradually refactor duplicate code into a unified 
module. 

 Rapid Prototyping and MVPs: Startups and 
product teams can deliver consistent app behavior 
quickly by sharing validation, networking, and 
data storage logic while retaining native UI 
experiences. 

 Backend-Driven UI Logic: Applications that 
rely heavily on remote data, dynamic content, or 
complex offline behaviors (e.g., caching, syncing) 
find significant value in centralizing those 
behaviors through KMP. 

2. Sharing Data Models, Business Logic, and API 
Clients 

In practice, the most common elements shared 
through KMP are: 
 Data Models: Unified representations of entities 

(e.g., user profiles, product listings) that ensure 
both platforms interpret and manipulate data in 
the same way. 

 Business Logic: Core rules, computations, and 
workflows that define how an app responds to 
inputs—such as payment processing, 
authentication flows, or recommendation engines. 

 API Clients: Shared networking code, including 
endpoint definitions and serialization logic, 
ensures that HTTP requests, error handling, and 
data transformations are consistent across 
platforms. 

This consolidation reduces code duplication, 
minimizes bugs, and makes testing more efficient by 
focusing QA efforts on a single logic layer. 

3. Case Studies of Companies Successfully Using 
KMP 

Several leading organizations have adopted Kotlin 
Multiplatform in production environments and shared 
their experiences: 
 Netflix: Uses KMP to share code between its 

Android and iOS studio applications. By 
consolidating data fetching, caching, and business 
logic, they have streamlined development and 
reduced platform disparities. 

 Quizlet: Adopted KMP to improve collaboration 
across mobile teams. With shared logic in place, 
they reported enhanced development velocity and 

a more unified user experience across their 
learning app. 

 VMware: Uses Kotlin Multiplatform in 
enterprise products to maintain a single source of 
truth for logic-heavy components across mobile 
and desktop platforms. 

 Philips: In healthcare applications, where data 
consistency and correctness are critical, Philips 
leverages KMP to ensure shared medical logic 
and data interpretation across multiple interfaces. 

These examples underscore KMP’s versatility in 
diverse domains—from education and entertainment 
to enterprise and healthcare. 

4. Examples of Multi-Platform UI Sharing 
Although Kotlin Multiplatform traditionally 
emphasizes shared logic and native UI, recent 
advances are enabling multi-platform UI 
development: 
 Jetpack Compose Multiplatform (JCM): 

Extends Google’s declarative UI toolkit beyond 
Android to desktop and iOS, allowing teams to 
write a single UI codebase for multiple platforms. 
This approach simplifies UI development and is 
particularly useful for internal tools, prototypes, 
or content-driven apps. 

 SwiftUI Interoperability: While KMP doesn’t 
directly render SwiftUI interfaces, developers can 
integrate shared logic modules into SwiftUI-based 
iOS apps seamlessly. This approach maintains a 
native user experience while centralizing business 
rules and data handling. 

As UI technologies mature, KMP is poised to play a 
larger role in unifying not just the logic behind apps, 
but also the visual interfaces, further reducing silos 
between platform teams. 

VII. Testing and Debugging in Kotlin 
Multiplatform 

As Kotlin Multiplatform (KMP) becomes more 
prominent in production-grade mobile applications, 
effective testing and debugging strategies are 
essential for ensuring code quality, performance, and 
reliability across platforms. The dual challenge lies in 
maintaining consistency in shared logic while 
navigating the nuances of platform-specific 
behaviors. This section explores how teams can 
implement robust testing practices and streamline 
debugging workflows in KMP projects. 

1. Writing Platform-Agnostic Unit Tests 
One of the core advantages of KMP is the ability to 
write platform-agnostic unit tests that validate the 
behavior of shared business logic. These tests are 
defined in the commonTest source set and executed 
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across multiple targets, ensuring uniform correctness 
without duplicating effort. 

This approach enables developers to verify 
algorithms, data transformations, validation rules, and 
other logic-driven components once—regardless of 
whether they are used in Android, iOS, or other 
environments. It enforces a single source of truth for 
logic correctness and dramatically reduces the risk of 
divergence between platforms. 

In practice, test coverage in the shared module often 
includes: 
 Core computation and utility functions 
 Data parsing and formatting 
 Business workflows and rules 
 ViewModel behavior (when using shared 

architecture patterns) 

By treating shared logic as a first-class citizen in the 
testing strategy, teams can establish confidence in the 
application's core functionality from the outset. 

2. Integration with Existing Testing Frameworks 
on Android and iOS 

Kotlin Multiplatform integrates seamlessly with 
native testing tools and frameworks on both Android 
and iOS, enabling teams to augment shared testing 
with platform-specific verifications. 
 On Android, the shared module is tested using 

JUnit alongside Android's native instrumentation 
testing capabilities. Shared tests can be run just 
like any other unit test within the Android 
development workflow, making integration 
smooth and familiar. 

 On iOS, the shared module is compiled into a 
framework that can be tested using Xcode's 
XCTest framework. Although the integration 
process involves additional setup—such as 
bridging test interfaces—once configured, iOS 
teams can incorporate shared module testing into 
their standard development pipelines. 

This dual capability allows teams to maintain a hybrid 
testing approach: centralizing tests where logic is 
shared and applying targeted tests for platform-
specific behaviors such as UI rendering, gesture 
handling, or platform API integration. 

3. Debugging Shared and Platform-Specific Code 
Debugging in a Kotlin Multiplatform project requires 
visibility into both the shared and platform-specific 
layers. Fortunately, the development tools available 
today make it increasingly practical to trace, inspect, 
and resolve issues across the entire codebase. 
 In IntelliJ IDEA and Android Studio, 

developers can step through shared code just like 
they would with traditional Kotlin projects. When 
debugging an Android application, breakpoints 

set in the shared module work seamlessly, 
allowing developers to observe variable states, 
exceptions, and logic flow within the shared 
logic. 

 For iOS, while native Swift or Objective-C 
debugging is handled in Xcode, developers can 
also trace into the Kotlin code by leveraging 
LLDB and symbol mapping provided by 
Kotlin/Native. Although slightly less polished 
than the Android experience, debugging Kotlin 
code in iOS environments has improved 
significantly, and JetBrains continues to refine 
these tools. 

 Logging and diagnostics play a critical role in 
both platforms. Shared logging abstractions—
implemented via expect/actual declarations—
allow consistent diagnostic output, facilitating 
root-cause analysis regardless of the execution 
platform. 

Together, these capabilities help teams maintain 
visibility and control throughout the development 
lifecycle, ensuring that issues in the shared module or 
native components can be efficiently identified and 
resolved. 

VIII. Challenges and Considerations 
While Kotlin Multiplatform (KMP) presents a 
compelling vision for unified cross-platform 
development, it is not without its challenges. 
Organizations considering or actively using KMP 
must be aware of the current limitations, technical 
nuances, and operational trade-offs involved. 
Understanding these considerations is key to adopting 
KMP pragmatically and building sustainable 
development practices. 

1. Current Limitations and Gaps in KMP 
Tooling and Ecosystem 

KMP has made significant strides in becoming 
production-ready, but the ecosystem is still maturing. 
Some of the current limitations include: 
 Incomplete Library Support: While Kotlin’s 

standard library and many core Kotlin 
Multiplatform libraries (e.g., Ktor, Serialization, 
Coroutines) are well supported, not all third-party 
or native libraries are available across all targets. 
Developers often need to implement or bridge 
missing functionality manually. 

 Tooling Inconsistencies: IDE support varies 
across platforms. For instance, Android Studio 
and IntelliJ IDEA offer robust experiences for 
shared and Android code, but debugging or 
working with Kotlin/Native targets (like iOS) 
may require additional configuration or 
workarounds. 
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 Limited UI Framework Support: Although 
efforts like Jetpack Compose Multiplatform are 
promising, shared UI capabilities are still 
evolving. Teams focused on UI code reuse may 
find current solutions too experimental for full-
scale production use. 

These gaps necessitate a higher level of technical 
expertise and may require fallback strategies for 
platform-specific implementations. 

2. Platform-Specific Quirks and Native API 
Accessibility 

KMP provides a powerful abstraction layer for shared 
code, but when interfacing with platform-native APIs, 
developers often encounter unique challenges: 
 Native Bridging Complexity: Accessing native 

APIs (such as Core Data on iOS or Android-
specific services) requires writing expect/actual 
declarations or leveraging platform interop 
mechanisms. These interactions can be verbose 
and less ergonomic than writing purely native 
code. 

 Inconsistent API Behavior: Because native 
platforms evolve independently, developers must 
account for versioning differences, behavioral 
quirks, and API deprecations unique to each 
environment. 

 Limited Toolchain Interoperability: Integration 
with some platform-specific developer tools (e.g., 
SwiftUI previews, Android Jetpack integrations) 
may not be as seamless as with fully native 
projects, potentially slowing UI iteration or 
debugging. 

These platform-specific concerns highlight the 
importance of retaining native expertise within KMP 
teams and maintaining close alignment with platform 
conventions. 

3. Build Times and Project Complexity 
Management 

Multiplatform projects, especially at scale, can 
introduce substantial complexity in project structure, 
build configuration, and dependency management: 
 Longer Build Times: Compiling for multiple 

targets (especially Kotlin/Native for iOS) can 
significantly increase build times compared to 
traditional single-platform projects. This can 
impact developer productivity and feedback loops 
during development. 

 Gradle Complexity: While Gradle is a powerful 
build tool, configuring multiplatform projects 
often involves intricate build scripts, multiple 
source sets, and conditional logic. Maintaining 
clarity and manageability in these configurations 
requires deliberate effort and experienced 
developers. 

 Debugging and CI Integration: Setting up 
continuous integration pipelines that test, build, 
and deploy across platforms adds operational 
overhead. Teams must design CI/CD systems that 
accommodate the unique characteristics of Kotlin 
Multiplatform builds. 

To manage this complexity, many teams adopt 
modular architectures, automate build steps 
aggressively, and use monorepo structures with 
shared dependency definitions. 

4. Community Support and Maturity 
Kotlin Multiplatform has a growing and enthusiastic 
community, but it still trails behind more established 
frameworks like Flutter or React Native in terms of 
community size, resources, and enterprise adoption: 
 Limited Learning Resources: While official 

documentation is improving, in-depth tutorials, 
advanced use cases, and community-driven 
content are not as widely available as in other 
ecosystems. This can slow onboarding for new 
developers. 

 Fewer Ready-Made Solutions: There is a 
smaller pool of plugins, templates, and open-
source components specifically designed for 
KMP, which means more work often falls to 
internal teams. 

 Dependency on JetBrains: As the steward of the 
language and its multiplatform evolution, 
JetBrains plays a central role in the roadmap. 
While this ensures coherence and quality, it can 
create concerns about vendor dependence and 
long-term innovation pacing. 

Despite these limitations, the KMP community is 
vibrant, with increasing contributions from companies 
and developers pushing the boundaries of what the 
platform can achieve. 

IX. Best Practices and Tips for Adoption 
Successfully adopting Kotlin Multiplatform (KMP) in 
real-world mobile development requires more than 
just technical implementation—it demands strategic 
planning, thoughtful architecture, and cross-
functional collaboration. This section outlines key 
best practices that enable development teams to 
realize the benefits of KMP while minimizing friction 
and long-term maintenance challenges. 

1. Incremental Adoption Strategies for Existing 
Projects 

Kotlin Multiplatform is designed with interoperability 
and gradual adoption in mind, making it suitable for 
integration into established codebases without 
requiring a complete rewrite. Teams should consider 
the following phased approach: 
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 Start Small with Shared Utilities: Begin by 
extracting non-UI business logic, such as data 
validation, network request formatting, or utility 
functions, into a shared module. This minimizes 
risk and builds developer confidence with the 
platform. 

 Target Non-Critical Features First: Apply 
KMP to smaller, low-risk features where 
inconsistencies across platforms are minimal. 
These early wins help validate the approach and 
secure buy-in across the organization. 

 Expand to Core Logic Over Time: As comfort 
with KMP grows, progressively move core 
application logic—like data models, repositories, 
and domain use cases—into the shared module. 

 Avoid Premature UI Sharing: UI layers are 
inherently more complex and platform-specific. 
Focus first on logic reuse and add shared UI 
strategies (e.g., Jetpack Compose Multiplatform) 
only when justified by maturity and stability. 

This evolutionary approach allows teams to balance 
innovation with continuity, reducing the disruption 
associated with architectural change. 

2. Designing Modular and Maintainable Shared 
Code 

KMP projects thrive on clean boundaries and modular 
design. Well-structured shared code improves 
testability, reuse, and adaptability across platforms. 
 Follow Clean Architecture Principles: Organize 

shared code around layers such as data, domain, 
and presentation. This separation of concerns 
ensures that platform-specific code interacts with 
abstracted interfaces rather than core logic 
directly. 

 Avoid Leaking Platform-Specific Concepts: 
The shared module should be insulated from 
platform-specific dependencies. Use Kotlin’s 
expect/actual mechanism to abstract platform 
features (e.g., file access, logging, preferences) so 
that shared logic remains portable and testable. 

 Maintain Clear Ownership Boundaries: Assign 
module ownership explicitly to ensure clear 
accountability. For example, have domain experts 
maintain business logic, while platform teams 
retain control of UI and native integrations. 

 Document Shared Contracts Clearly: When 
shared modules define interfaces or models used 
by multiple teams, invest in clear, versioned 
documentation to avoid misalignment. 

These practices help prevent shared code from 
becoming a monolithic dependency, keeping it 
adaptable and clean over time. 

 

3. Efficient Team Collaboration Between 
Android and iOS Developers 

A major value proposition of KMP is enabling closer 
collaboration between traditionally siloed Android 
and iOS teams. To capitalize on this: 
 Establish Cross-Platform Workflows: 

Encourage code reviews that span platforms, 
ensuring both Android and iOS developers are 
familiar with shared logic. Use pair programming 
or shared ownership models where practical. 

 Define Integration Touchpoints: Agree on how 
and where shared code integrates with platform-
specific components. Clearly document how 
ViewModels, repositories, or services exposed 
from the shared module should be used. 

 Sync on Language and Tooling Proficiency: 
Provide opportunities for iOS developers to 
become comfortable with Kotlin and Gradle, and 
vice versa. This reduces friction and encourages 
empathy across the team. 

 Align on Shared Coding Standards: Define and 
enforce consistent code formatting, naming 
conventions, and documentation practices across 
both platform teams to foster consistency. 

With the right collaborative culture, KMP becomes a 
bridge that enhances cohesion between mobile teams, 
not a barrier. 

4. Keeping Platform-Specific Code Clean and 
Minimal 

While KMP promotes shared code, platform-specific 
logic is inevitable and necessary—particularly for UI 
and platform services. Managing this code effectively 
is crucial: 
 Use expect/actual Judiciously: Don’t overuse 

platform-specific implementations. Where 
abstraction is needed, keep it minimal and 
meaningful—avoid pushing too much variability 
into the shared module. 

 Minimize Duplication in UI Logic: Even if UI 
code remains native, consider sharing 
ViewModels, business logic, and state 
transformation functions to reduce code repetition 
and platform inconsistencies. 

 Organize Platform Modules Cleanly: Maintain 
a clear folder and module structure that separates 
shared and platform-specific code. Avoid cross-
imports or coupling between them. 

 Test Platform-Specific Behavior in Isolation: 
Ensure that native implementations are tested 
independently using their respective testing 
frameworks (e.g., JUnit, XCTest), even when tied 
to shared interfaces. 
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Ultimately, the goal is to maximize code reuse 
without sacrificing the flexibility and performance 
advantages of native development. 

X. Future of Kotlin Multiplatform in Mobile 
Development 

Kotlin Multiplatform (KMP) is rapidly evolving from 
an experimental cross-platform toolkit into a 
production-grade framework backed by strong 
community interest and sustained investment from 
JetBrains. As the mobile landscape continues to 
demand greater efficiency, scalability, and code 
sharing, the future of KMP appears promising—
especially as it continues to expand its capabilities, 
integrate with broader ecosystems, and respond to the 
needs of developers building for multiple platforms. 

1. Ongoing Improvements and Roadmap by 
JetBrains 

JetBrains remains the principal driver of Kotlin 
Multiplatform’s evolution, consistently delivering 
enhancements that address real-world development 
challenges: 
 Stabilization of Key APIs: JetBrains is actively 

working to stabilize core components, including 
multiplatform coroutines, serialization, and the 
expect/actual mechanism. This stability provides 
confidence for teams investing in KMP for long-
term projects. 

 Tooling Enhancements: Improvements in 
IntelliJ IDEA and Android Studio support are 
making it easier to write, debug, and test 
multiplatform code. JetBrains continues to 
streamline developer workflows by integrating 
features like auto-completion, syntax checking, 
and cross-platform debugging. 

 Better iOS Integration: With updates to 
Kotlin/Native and smoother interop with Swift, 
the iOS development experience is becoming 
more seamless. Future iterations aim to improve 
Xcode integration and binary compatibility with 
Apple’s tooling. 

JetBrains’ strategic commitment, documented 
roadmaps, and open feedback loops are helping KMP 
mature into a central player in the future of mobile 
development. 

2. Expanding Platform Targets: Beyond Mobile 
While originally geared toward mobile applications, 
KMP is steadily broadening its reach into additional 
platforms, enabling a more unified development 
experience across environments: 
 Desktop: Kotlin Multiplatform now supports 

desktop development via Compose Multiplatform 
for macOS, Windows, and Linux. This opens the 
door for shared codebases across mobile and 

desktop applications—ideal for enterprise use 
cases and productivity tools. 

 Embedded Systems: Experimental support for 
embedded devices and constrained environments 
is emerging. This presents new opportunities in 
the IoT and automotive sectors, where code reuse 
and performance are critical. 

 Web Targets (Kotlin/JS): Kotlin/JS continues to 
evolve, making it feasible to build front-end web 
applications using shared business logic. As 
WebAssembly matures, KMP may leverage it for 
better performance and broader compatibility. 

By embracing a "write once, deploy anywhere" 
vision, KMP is positioned to unify development 
across an increasingly fragmented device and 
platform ecosystem. 

3. Trends in Multiplatform and Cross-Platform 
Development 

Kotlin Multiplatform is well-aligned with several 
macro trends shaping the future of software 
engineering: 
 Shift Toward Code Reuse over UI Uniformity: 

Unlike frameworks that seek to unify the UI layer 
across platforms, KMP’s philosophy is to 
maximize reuse where it matters most—core 
logic—while respecting platform-specific UI 
idioms. 

 Rise of Polyglot Architectures: As systems 
become more distributed and microservice-
oriented, the ability to use one language (Kotlin) 
across backend, frontend, and mobile stacks is 
gaining appeal—offering better maintainability 
and developer productivity. 

 Developer Experience as Differentiator: KMP 
allows teams to use modern language features like 
null safety, coroutines, and DSLs, promoting a 
productive and safe development environment. 
This aligns with industry demands for better 
developer tooling and experience. 

These trends underscore KMP’s relevance in a future 
defined by agility, modularity, and platform 
convergence. 

4. Potential Integration with Compose 
Multiplatform and Other UI Frameworks 

One of the most exciting frontiers for KMP is its 
increasing synergy with emerging cross-platform UI 
frameworks: 
 Compose Multiplatform: JetBrains and Google 

are actively developing Jetpack Compose 
Multiplatform, which enables developers to write 
declarative UI once and deploy it across Android, 
desktop, and eventually iOS. This promises true 
end-to-end code sharing, particularly for 
applications with consistent design systems. 
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 SwiftUI Interoperability: Although Kotlin 
cannot directly render SwiftUI interfaces, KMP 
can expose shared logic as native Swift libraries, 
enabling clean separation between shared logic 
and native UI. Over time, tooling may evolve to 
simplify this integration further. 

 Other UI Frameworks: Efforts to integrate KMP 
with community-led initiatives like Skia, React 
Native bridges, and Web-based rendering engines 
may unlock new patterns for UI sharing, 
particularly for experimental and hybrid 
applications. 

These developments signal a future where KMP is not 
only a backend or business-logic tool, but a full-stack, 
multiplatform solution. 

XI. Conclusion 
Kotlin Multiplatform represents a compelling shift in 
how mobile applications are built, maintained, and 
scaled in an increasingly complex ecosystem of 
platforms and devices. By enabling developers to 
share core business logic while preserving the 
flexibility and performance of native user interfaces, 
KMP delivers a pragmatic and powerful alternative to 
traditional cross-platform solutions. 

Throughout this article, we've examined how KMP 
addresses some of the most pressing challenges in 
mobile development—reducing code duplication, 
accelerating development velocity, and promoting 
architectural consistency across Android and iOS. 
We've also highlighted its support for strong typing, 
native interoperability, and modern language features 
that enhance developer productivity and confidence. 

From an architectural standpoint, Kotlin 
Multiplatform empowers engineering teams to be 
strategic: allowing for incremental adoption, 
modular design, and effective collaboration 
between Android and iOS developers. Its versatility 
makes it suitable not only for greenfield projects but 
also for integrating into existing apps without 
significant disruption. Furthermore, its growing 
support for desktop, web, and embedded platforms 
opens new doors for unified application development 
across diverse environments. 

As JetBrains continues to invest in tooling, 
performance, and ecosystem maturity—and as 
community adoption expands—KMP is steadily 
evolving into a production-ready, future-proof 
solution. For modern mobile teams seeking a 
sustainable and scalable approach to cross-platform 
development, Kotlin Multiplatform offers a unique 
balance of code reuse, native performance, and 
architectural flexibility. 

Ultimately, the best way to understand the value of 
KMP is to experiment. Start small. Share logic across 
a simple feature. Evaluate the results. As confidence 
grows, so too will the opportunities to leverage KMP 
in broader, more strategic ways. Whether you're 
building the next generation of consumer apps or 
enterprise-grade mobile solutions, Kotlin 
Multiplatform is well worth your attention—and a 
smart investment in the future of your mobile 
architecture. 
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