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ABSTRACT 

In this paper, a new generalization of the mean value theorem 

established. Based on the Rolle’s theorem, a simple proof is provided to 

guarantee the correctness of such a generalization. Some corollaries are 

evidently obtained by the main result. It will be shown that the mean value 

theorem, the Cauchy’s mean value theorem, and the mean value theorem 

for integrals are the special cases of such a generalized form. We can 

simultaneously obtain the upper and lower bounds of certain integral 

formulas and verify inequalities by using the main theorems. Finally, 

examples are offered to illustrate the feasibility and effectiveness of the 

obtained results. 
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1. INTRODUCTION 

In the past three decades, several kinds of mean valued 

theorems have been intensively investigated and 

proposed, such as mean value theorem (or the theorem of 

mean) [1], Cauchy’s mean value theorem (or Cauchy’s 

generalized theorem of mean) [2], mean value theorem for 

integrals [3], and others [3-10]. These theorems have 

many theoretical and practical applications including, but 

not limited to, maxima and minima, limits, inequalities, 

and definite integrals. Such theorems lead to very efficient 

methods for solving various problems and the importance 

of such theorems lie elsewhere [1-10]. It is worth 

mentioning that the proof of L’Hôpital’s rule is based on 

Cauchy’s mean value theorem. 
 

In this paper, a simple generalized form of the mean value 

theorem will be investigated and established. It can be 

proven that the mean value theorem, the Cauchy’s mean 

value theorem, and the mean value theorem for integrals 

are the special cases of such a generalized form. Based on 

such a generalized form, several kinds of generalized 

mean value theorems can be straightforwardly obtained. It 

will be shown that the main results can be applied to 

obtain the bounds of integrals. Meanwhile, we can prove 

inequalities by the main theorem. 
 

2. PROBLEM FORMULATION AND MAIN RESULTS

Now we present the main result for the generalized form 

of the mean value theorem as follows. 
 

Theorem 1. If nfff ,,,
21
L  are continuous on the closed 

interval [ ]ba,  and differentiable on the open interval 

( )ba, , then there is a point η  in ( )ba,  such that
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Now we present the main result for the generalized form 

are continuous on the closed 

and differentiable on the open interval 

such that 
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2211

′++′+′ ηαηαηα nn fff L

 

where ( ) n

n ℜ∈ααα ,,, 21 L  is any vector with

( ) ( )[ ] 0
1

=−⋅∑
=

n

i

iii afbfα . 

 

Proof. Define  

( ) ( )∑
=

⋅=
n

i

ii xfxT
1

: α . (2) 

 

Obviously, the function (xT

differentiable in ( )ba, . In addition, one has 

( ) ( ) (afbfbT
n

i

ii

n

i

ii ⋅=⋅= ∑∑
== 11
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in view of (1) and (2). Therefore, by the Rolle’s Theorem, 

there exists a number η  in 

follows that 

( ) 0
1

=′⋅∑
=

n

i

ii f ηα . 

 

This completes our proof. 
 

Define 

( ){ ,,,
21

ℜ∈ℜ∈= ttW
n

nδδδ L

 

with ( ) ( ) {iafbf iii ,: ∈∀−=δ
subspace of the Euclidean inner product space 
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) 0=η , 

is any vector with 

(1) 

)x  is continuous in [ ]ba,  and 

. In addition, one has  

) ( )aTa = , 

in view of (1) and (2). Therefore, by the Rolle’s Theorem, 

in ( )ba,  such that ( ) 0=′ ηT . It 

},ℜ  

{ }n,,2,1 L . Obviously, W is a 

subspace of the Euclidean inner product space nℜ . Thus, 
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by Theorem 1, we may obtain an alternative form as 

follows. 

 

Corollary 1. Let nfff ,,,
21
L  are continuous in [ ]ba,  

and differentiable in ( )ba, . There exists a point η  on the 

open interval ( )ba,  such that 

 

( ) ( ) ( )
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21

2211
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where ⊥W  is the orthogonal complement of W in 

( ) n

n ℜ∈ααα ,,,
21
L . 

 

Simple setting 
( ) ( ) { }nixg

dx

xdf
i

i ,,2,1, L∈∀=  in Theorem 

1, we may obtain the following generalized mean value 

theorem for integrals. 

 

Corollary 2. If nggg ,,,
21
L  are continuous in the 

open interval ( )ba, , then there is a point η  in ( )ba,  such 

that 
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2211
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where ( ) n

n ℜ∈ααα ,,,
21
L  is any vector with 
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Based on the contra positive proposition of Theorem 1, we 

may obtain the following result. 

 

Corollary 3. Let nfff ,,,
21
L  be continuous in [ ]ba,  

and differentiable in ( )ba, . If there exists a vector 
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Remark 1. By Theorem 1 with 

 

( ) ( ) ( ),,,
11212

afbfbaxxf −=−== αα  

 

0
43

==== nααα L , 

 

in which case the condition (1) is obviously satisfied, it is 

easy to see that there exists a point η  in ( )ba,  such that 

 

( ) ( ) ( ) ( ) 0
111

=−+′− afbffba η . 

 

This is exactly the same as the mean value theorem. 

Moreover, by Theorem 1 with 
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in which case the condition (1) is apparently met, it can be 

shown that there exists a point η  in ( )ba,  such that 
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This result is exactly the same as the Cauchy’s mean value 

theorem. Besides, by Corollary 2 with 
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in which case the condition (3) is evidently satisfied, it is 

easy to see that there exists a point η  in ( )ba,  such that 
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11

=+− ∫
b

a

dxxggba η , 

 

this is exactly the same as the mean value theorem for 

integrals. Consequently, we conclude that our result is a 

nontrivial generalization of those results to the case with 

multiple functions.  

 

3. ILLUSTRATIVE EXAMPLES 

In this section, we provide two examples to illustrate the 

main results. 

 

Example 1. Let  
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Similarly, in case of 1,2,3
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Since ( )1,0
16

733 ∈+
 and ( )1,0

4

333 ∈+−
, Theorem 1 is 

verified. 
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The upper and lower bounds of some integral formulas 

can also be deduced by the main theorem. 

 

Example 2. Prove that  
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if ( )xg
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 are continuous in the open interval 
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Proof. By Corollary 2, there exists a point η  in ( )ba,  

such that 
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It follows that 

( )

( )
.2323

2

1

≤≤−

∫

∫
b

a

b

a

dxxg

dxxg

 

 

This completes our proof. 

 

4. CONCLUSION 

In this paper, a new generalization of the mean value 

theorem has been firstly proposed. Based on the Rolle’s 

theorem, a simple proof has been provided to guarantee 

the correctness of such a generalization. Some corollaries 

have been evidently obtained by the main result. It has 

been shown that the mean value theorem, the Cauchy’s 

generalized theorem of the mean, and the mean value 

theorem for integrals are the special cases of such a 

generalized form. Besides, we can simultaneously obtain 

the upper and lower bounds of certain integral formulas 

and verify inequalities by using the main theorems. 

Finally, two examples have been given to show the 

feasibility and effectiveness of the obtained results. 
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