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ABSTRACT 

Microcrystalline cellulose can be converted into valuable products such as 
glucose via hydrolysis reaction at mild condition using sulfonated carbon 
catalyst. A sulfonated carbon material was prepared by carbonization of 
bamboo sawdust followed by sulfonation. Prepared catalyst was studied for its 
ability to catalyze microcrystalline cellulose yield via hydrolysis reaction. 
Three carbon-based catalysts at three different temperatures (400, 450 and 
500℃) were prepared. The sulfonated catalysts were characterized using the 
following analyses: elemental analysis, total acid density, FT-IR, SEM and XRD. 
Based on the above characterization results, sulfonated carbon prepared at 
500℃ and sulfonated via ultra-sonication was found to have a higher acid 
density that is suitable to catalyze the hydrolysis reaction. The first step in the 
catalyst development approach was to increase the hydrolysis reaction by 
employing a stronger sulfonation procedure during catalyst preparation. The 
total acid density obtained for sulfonated carbon catalyst at 500℃ was 4.16 
mmol/g which significantly increases glucose yield. According to the FTIR 
analysis the sulfonated bio char contained sulfonic, carboxylic, and phenolic 
groups, which are responsible for the exhibited high catalytic performance 
during hydrolysis of cellulose. The yield of glucose obtained was 60.5% at 
149.0°C in 8hour reaction time. 
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INTRODUCTION 

1. Background 

Cellulose is a linear β-glucose homo-polymer and constitutes 
with hemicellulose the carbohydrate part of the biomass( 
Rinaldi and Schuth, 2009). It may be obtained from wood or 
derived in very high purity from cotton fibers, which are 
about 92% pure cellulose. Glucose of a monomer is expected 
as a renewable feedstock molecule, which can be efficiently 
converted into various chemicals, fuels, foods, and 
medicines(Huber et al. 2006).For example, glucose, a 
monomer of cellulose, is a key intermediate of various useful 
chemicals such as polymers, medicines, surfactants, gasoline, 
and diesel fuels (corma et al. 2007; Kobayashi et al. 2010). 
Thus, selective hydrolysis of cellulose into glucose is a key 
process for the beneficial use of biomass. 

 
 
The hydrolysis of cellulose to obtain reducing sugars such as 
glucose is essential for using biomass in chemical processes, 
since the reducing sugars can be transformed into a wide 
range of important chemicals such as ethanol, 5-
hydroxymethylfurfural and hexitols (Rinaldi and Schuth 
2009; Vyver et al. 2011). However, conversion of cellulose 
offers great challenges due to its recalcitrant nature. Thus 
far, many efforts have been devoted to the depolymerization 
of cellulose with mineral acids, bases, enzymes( 
Ramakrishnan et al. 2010), and supercritical water(Sasaki et 
al. 2000). Liquid acid catalyzed hydrolysis of cellulose is 
efficient; however, corrosion, waste disposal and solvent 
recycle make this method unattractive. The hydrolysis of 
cellulose with enzyme is efficient, but it is slow and sensitive 
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to inhibitors such as furfural and 5- hydroxymethylfurfural. 
De-polymerization of cellulose in sub- or supercritical water 
is highly efficient and only requires reaction times on the 
order of several seconds, but the process gives a complex 
product distribution and generally has low glucose 
selectivity due to the high reaction temperature(Peterson et 
al. 2008). 
 
Solid acid catalytic systems for cellulose hydrolysis have 
advantages of simplicity, and efficiency since they are easily 
separated from reaction products and they show good 
catalytic activity for many substrates. Various solid acids 
have been examined for cellulose hydrolysis, including ion-
exchange resin(Qi et al. 2011), heteropolyacids (Belderok, 
2007), sulfonated activated carbon (Onda et al. 2008; Y. Wu 
et al. 2012), and layered transition- metal oxides(Lai et al. 
2011; Tagusagawa et al. 2010). In these research works, the 
hydrolysis of cellulose is generally carried out in water. 
 
Bio char, a by-product from biomass pyrolysis process, is 
another potential carbon source to be used as a support for 
solid acid catalyst (Lai et al. 2011; Tagusagawa et al. 2010). 
Pyrolysis of agricultural waste (biomass) is one of the 
promising thermo-chemical methods to produce bio-oil, bio 
char and combustible gases. The fast pyrolysis process 
typically yields up to 75 wt% bio-oil as its main product, and 
the non-condensable gases (10-20 wt%) and the bio char 
(15-25 wt%) as by-products (Mohan et al. 2006). Numerous 
recent studies (Demirbas, A. 2002; Gaskin et al. 2008; Mohan 
et al. 2006; Yaman 2004) have focused on the utilization of 
these products, but bio char has received very little 
attention. As the main scope of this study, the upgrading of 
bio char as a value added catalyst is investigated in order to 
increase both the environmental and economic viability of 
the biomass pyrolysis process. Utilization of bio char support 
as a catalyst would not only help the commercialization of 
glucose production, but also increase the environmental 
viability of the pyrolysis process. 
 
The conventional processes for the hydrolysis of cellulose 
involve the use of sulfonated carbon catalyst (Fan et al. 
2009). The corrosion and waste disposal problems, however, 
significantly lower the attraction of liquid acid-catalyzed 
hydrolysis. In order to minimize the environmental impact, 
new green approaches have been developed, such as the use 
of cellulose enzymes, hydrolysis in sub- or super-critical 
water, ionic liquid promoted dissolution and hydrolysis of 
cellulose, hydrogenolysis into polyols as well as hydrolysis 
into glucose by solid catalysts( Onda et al. 2009).  
 
Response surface methodology (RSM) is a collection of 
statistical and mathematical techniques useful for 
developing, improving and optimizing processes in which a 
response of interest is influenced by several variables, and 
the objective is to optimize this response (Bas, D. and H. 
2007). Analyzing the effects of the independent variables, 
this experimental methodology generates a mathematical 
model which describes the chemical processes within the 
experimental range (Myers et al. 2009). 
 
Therefore, the aims of this work was to hydrolysis 
microcrystalline cellulose into glucose using sulphonated 
carbon catalyst and optimize the process conditions using 
RSM.  
 

2. Methods 

2.1. Proximate Analysis of Bamboo 

As defined by ASTM; D1762-84 (Reapproved 2001), 
proximate analysis separates the products into four groups: 
moisture, volatile matter, consisting of gases and vapors 
driven off during pyrolysis, fixed carbon, the nonvolatile 
fraction of biomass, and ash, the inorganic residue remaining 
after combustion.  
 

A. Volatile Matter 

The sample was measured and placed in a closed crucible. It 
was then heated up to 900℃ for exactly 7 min in a furnace. 
The crucible was then cooled in a desiccator and weighed. 
The weight of the sample before heating and after heating 
was used to determine the amount of volatile matter present 
in the sample. 
 

Volatile matter,%=W1-W2W1*100 (3.1) 

 
Where: W1 = weight of dry sample and closed crucible before 
heating (g), W2 = weight of dry sample and closed crucible 
after heating (g). 
 

B. Ash Content: 

Sample was measured and taken in a crucible. It was then 
heated to 650 °C for 3hr. During this test the crucible was left 
open. The heating was done in a muffle furnace. After the 
required heating, the crucible was cooled in a desiccator and 
then weighed. In this test, the amount of residual substance 
is equal to the ash present in the sample. 
 
Ash content,%=W2W1*100 (3.2) 

 
Where: W1 = weight of dry sample before heating (g), W2 = 
weight of ash (g). 
 

C. Moisture Content: 

Sample was measured and taken in a petri dish. It was 
dispersed nicely on the petri dish. It was then heated at 
105°C for 12hr. The petri-dish was left open during the 
heating process. After heating, the petri-dish was cooled in 
desiccator and then weighed. This specifies the amount of 
moisture content present in the sample. 
 
Moisture,%=W1-W2W1*100 (3.3) 
 
Where: W1 = weight of sample and petri dish before drying 
(gram), W2 = weight of sample and petri dish after drying 
(gram). 
 

D. Fixed Carbon Content 

The fixed carbon content is determined by subtracting the 
sum of percentage compositions of moisture content, volatile 
matter content, and ash content form 100. The value 
obtained is the amount of fixed carbon present in the sample 
expressed in percentage. 
 
Fixed carbon (%) = 100 – (moisture, % + ash, % + volatile 
matter, %) (Wet basis)  

 
Fixed carbon (%) = 100 – (ash, % + volatile matter, %) (Dry 
basis)  
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2.2. Ultimate (CHNS) analysis of bio char  

The Ultimate Analysis of a sample determines the elemental 
composition of the sample. It is based on the principle of 
Dumas method which involves the complete and 
instantaneous oxidation of the sample by flash combustion. 
The results are in percentage composition of Carbon, 
Hydrogen, Nitrogen and Sulphur. From these results the 
oxygen composition is determined by subtracting the sum of 
Carbon, Hydrogen, Nitrogen, and Sulphur compositions from 
100. The Ultimate Analysis was carried out in EA 1112 Flash 
CHNS/O- analyzer under the condition of carrier gas (He-
gas) flow rate of 120 ml/min, reference flow rate of 100 
ml/min, and oxygen flow rate of 250 ml/min with furnace 
temperature of 900° C and oven temperature of 75 °C.  
 
3. Results and discussion 

 
Figure 4.1: Proximate analysis of bamboo 

 
The fixed carbon content of bamboo is 17.433%. The 
bamboo sample was rich in volatiles (80.97%) but low in ash 
content (1.6%) (Figure, 4.1). The low ash content would 
result in minimal effects of inorganic impurities on pore 
development during pyrolysis process. Previous studies 
suggested that suitable bio char should be low in ash but rich 
in carbon and volatiles. This gives an overview about the 
properties and components of bamboo.  
 

3.1. Proximate composition of bio char  

For total content of elements in bio char samples, C, H, N and 
S were measured by using EA 1112 Flash CHNS/O- analyzer. 
The percentage of oxygen content was estimated by 
difference as follows: O (%) = 100 - (C + H + N + S) (Calvelo 
Pereira et al, 2011). 
 

 
Figure 4.2: Elemental analysis of the bio char 

 
 
 
 

The elemental content of bio chars is showed that carbon 
content was increased with temperature, but the loss of O, 
and H was recorded (figure, 4.2). The increase in carbon 
content with temperature is due to increasing degree of 
carbonization. However, these decline in O and H elements 
may be attributed to breaking of weaker bonds in bio char 
structure and highly carbonaceous materials yielded with 
increased temperature (Demirbas.A, 2002). The decrease in 
S with temperature could be explained by the volatilization 
of sulfur during pyrolysis process. But, the result shows no 
sulfur content in the carbonization temperature of 450 and 
500℃. It indicates that the volatilization of sulfur above 
400℃ is very high. Our results suggest that temperature 
could conserve N in wood chars. This can be explained by 
incorporation of N into complex structures that are resistant 
to heating and not easily volatilized (Gaskin et al. 2008). In 
consistent with our results, (Calvelo Pereira et al. 2011) also 
found that N enrichment relative to the original feedstock 
was recorded upon charring of woody material.  
 

3.2. Bulk density of bio char and its catalyst  

Bulk density is used to characterize the particles of char and 
its catalyst and also useful for the estimation of tank or 
packing volume. For determination of bulk density method 
described by ASTM Test Methods (D 2854 – 96 (Reapproved 
2000) was used with a slight modification. 
 

 
Figure 4.3: Bulk density of bio char and its catalyst 

 
The bulk density of sulfonated bio chars is higher than its bio 
chars due to sulfonation of bio char (figure, 4.3). This 
indicates the sulfonated catalyst (BC-SO3H) is -SO3H 
functional group on the surface of bio char. Thus, the bulk 
density of sulfonated bio char can be related to its functional 
groups. The density of bio chars was increased with 
carbonization temperatures (from 0.2698 to 0.2839 g/ml). 
Because, the particle size of bio chars were decreased with 
the pyrolysis temperature but the pore sizes were increased 
and also more volatile matter was vaporized with 
temperature increment. 
 

3.3. Acidity characteristics of sulfonated bio char 

catalyst 

Total acidity was observed in the bio char than the density of 
SO3H group (figure, 4.4) which can be interpreted as due to 
the presence of many acidic groups like phenolic OH or CO2H 
groups in addition to SO3H groups in the materials. 
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Figure 4.4: The acid density of the bio char and 

sulfonated bio char catalyst 

 
The contents of –SO3H, -OH, -COOH groups on BC-SO3H are 
usually among 0.1-4.9, 0-0.9, 0-7.8 mmol/g, respectively 
(Benak et al. 2002; Nakajima and Hara 2012; Onda et al. 
2008, 2009; Suganuma et al. 2012; Toda et al. 2005; Youyu 
Wu et al. 2012; Yamaguchi et al. 2009). Though -SO3H groups 
are considered as the key active acidic site, the existence of -
OH and -COOH groups would provide hydrophilic reactants 
accessing to the-SO3H groups, which would be in favor of 
effective catalytic performance. According to 
literature(Nakajima and Hara 2012; Onda et al. 2009), it is 
assumed that all sulfur content of each sample is in the form 
of –SO3H.  
 

3.4. Elemental Analysis (CHNS analysis) of sulfonated 

carbon catalyst 

 
Figure 4.5: Elemental analysis of the sulfonated 

catalyst. 

 
The sulfur content was increased from BC-400-SO3H to BC-
500-S03H, but the loss of C, N and H was recorded (figure, 
4.5). The increase in sulfur content with temperature is due 
to increasing degree of carbonization. Though it has been 
reported by many authors that sulfonation lead to reduce C, 
H and N content of sulfonated bio chars (Song, W., Guo 
2012), and relative increases in oxygen content were 
observed in samples of catalyst in this study.  
 

3.5. Characteristic of the morphology (SEM)  

Scanning Electron Microscopy (SEM) was extensively used to 
characterize the microstructure of bio char and sulfonated 
bio char catalyst. The surface morphology, such as the 
surface shape, pattern, and feature of the selected bio char 
and bio char sulfonated catalyst was observed using JEOL 
JSM-IT300 SEM attached with Energy Dispersive X-ray 
(EDX). 

 
Figure 4.6: SEM images of: A) BC-500 at 50μm; and B) 

BC-500-SO3H-s at 50μm indicating morphologies and 

pore sizes. 

 
The SEM was used to get proper images of samples at the 
microscopic level (figure, 4.6). These images are primarily 
used to determine the structure and distribution of the pores 
that are present on the surface of the bio char and sulfonated 
bio char. It also determines the nature of the size of the pore, 
depending on the magnification of the image taken. The SEM 
images of the bio char and sulfonated bio char are depicted 
in figure 4.6. From these images (figure 4.6), it can be seen 
that the bio char (BC-500) and sulfonated bio char (BC-500-
SO3H-s) consisted mainly of aggregates of carbonaceous 
microspheres that had diameters of several mm. When bio 
char was sulfonated with H2SO4 and bio char, a 
morphological change occurred and the obtained bio char 
had a sponge like structure with large conchoidal cavities 
due to sulfonation agglomerations occur. 
mx 
 

3.6. X-ray Diffraction (XRD) Spectroscopy 

X-ray diffraction (XRD) is one of the most important non-
destructive tools to analyze all kinds of matter - ranging from 
fluids, to powders and crystals and also to identify 
crystalline phases and orientation. XRD patterns for BC-400-
SO3H-s (figure, 4.7) exhibited one strong diffraction peak at 
2=19–30° and one broad, and for BC-400-SO3H-st exhibited 
one strong diffraction peak at 2=18–29° and one broad. 
These XRD patterns are typical of amorphous carbonaceous 
materials that consist of aromatic carbon sheets oriented in a 
random fashion. 
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Figure 4.7: XRD patterns of BC-400-SO3H-s and BC-

400-SO3H-st 

 
Typical crystal diffraction peaks were not seen, and the 
width and weak diffraction peak at 2=17° - 29° for BC-450-
SO3H-s and 2=17° - 29° for BC-450-SO3H-st, both patterns 
implied that the structures of both samples were amorphous 
(Figure, 4.8). The diffraction peaks were 2=22, and 23 in the 
pattern of BC-450-SO3H-s and BC-450-SO3H-st respectively. 
These diffraction peaks of crystalline carbon were still 
visible, which implied an incomplete carbonization.  

 

 
 

Figure 4.8: XRD patterns of BC-450-SO3H-s and BC-

450-SO3H-st 

 
Similarly, typical crystal diffraction peaks were not seen, and 
the width and weak diffraction peak at 2=18° - 27° for BC-
500-SO3H-s and 2=18° - 27° for BC-500-SO3H-st, which 
implied the structures of both samples were amorphous 
(figure, 4.9).  

 

 
Figure 4.9: XRD patterns of BC-500-SO3H-s and BC-

500-SO3H-st 

3.7. Fourier Transform Infrared (FT-IR) Spectroscopy 

Samples were measured on Spectrum 65 FT-IR 
(PerkinElmer) in the range 4000-400cm-1 using KBr pellets. 
Fourier Transform Infrared Spectroscopy (FTIR) is a non-

destructive analytical technique used to identify organic and 
inorganic materials.  
 
FTIR analysis results in absorption spectra which provide 
information about the chemical bonds and molecular 
structure of a material and also helps to identify the carbon 
skeleton structure and groups attached on it. 

 
Figure 4.10: FT-IR spectra for raw bamboo sawdust. 

 
All of the bands in the bamboo spectrum appeared broader 
and sharper than the bamboo char, especially those in the 
absorption bands at 3434cm-1and 2926 cm-1, which are 
attributed to the stretching vibrational bands of the O–H 
group and C–H group in–CH2 and –CH3, respectively (Liao et 
al, 2015). In addition, the absorption bands at 1161, 1221, 
1030 and 1058 cm-1 corresponding to the C–O–C stretching 
vibrations, considered to be important characteristics of 
cellulose (Fan et al. 2009; M. Liu et al. 2013), were also more 
intense in the bamboo spectrum. The hydrogen bonds of 
bamboo were broken down when the catalysts were in 
contact with cellulose, which led to more C–H, C–C, C–OH and 
C–O–C exposed on the surface; as a result the intensity of 
these peaks increased (Tong et al. 2013). 
 

 
Figure 4.11: FT-IR spectra for bio char carbonized at 

400, 450 and 500℃ 

 
The band 1750 cm−1 were C=O stretching vibration peak and 
3430 - 2364cm−1 belonged to O-H stretching vibration peak. 
In addition to, phenolic C-OH, C=C, C=O,OH stretching 
vibration, and carboxylic C-OH bending vibration bands 
appear at 1191cm-1, 1608cm-1, 1750-1788cm-1, 2928cm-1, 
and 1425cm-1, respectively, demonstrating the presence of 
COOH and phenolic OH groups on the surface of the catalyst 
(Qi et al. 2012). These peaks were seen in spectra showed 
that there were plentiful of oxygen-containing groups such 
as phenolic hydroxyl, ester, ether, and carboxylic groups in 
polycyclic aromatic skeleton. And a band at 2924.33 – 
2921.51 cm-1 is attributable to saturated C-H stretching 
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vibration, showed that the carbonization incomplete (Qi et 
al. 2012; Tong et al. 2013).  

 

 
Figure 4.12: FT-IR spectra for BC-400-SO3H-s and BC-

400-SO3H-st 

 
The band at 3404-3693 cm-1 is attributed to -OH stretching 
vibrations, which indicates that large numbers of hydroxyl 
groups are present on the as-prepared bio char materials (Qi 
et al. 2012).The absorption bands at 1711-1795cm-1 and 
1604 cm-1are attributed to COO and C=C stretching 
vibrations, respectively (Qi et al. 2012).The vibration bands 
at 1050 (SO3_stretching) and 1495 cm-1 (O=S=O stretching in 
SO3H) indicate that the as-prepared bio char materials have 
surface-SO3H groups (Suganuma et al. 2008)and are likely to 
promote solid-acid catalyzed reactions. Therefore, the 
prepared sulfonated char materials had an amorphous 
carbon structure that probably consisted of polycyclic 
aromatic carbon sheets with randomly attached SO3H, COOH, 
and phenolic OH groups. 

 

Figure 4.13: FT-IR spectra for BC-450-SO3H-s and BC-

450-SO3H-st 

 
The absorption bands at 1716 and 1617 cm-1, correspond to 
COO- and C=C stretching vibrations, respectively (Titirici, 
2012) and also the peaks at 1696-1800 cm-1 and at 1171-
1176 cm-1 are due to the presence of COOH and C-O 
functional groups, respectively (Figure, 4.13). The band at 
3397 cm-1 can be assigned to C–OH stretching vibration and 
– OH bending, and these imply that large numbers of 
hydroxyl groups exist on the as-prepared bio char material 
(X. Liu et al. 2010). The vibration bands at 1385cm-1 (O=S=O 
stretching in SO3H) and 1034 cm-1 (SO3- stretching) are 
evidence that the resulting material has surface –SO3H 
groups (Suganuma et al. 2008) which may have catalytic 
activity. 

 
Figure 4.14: FT-IR spectra for BC-500-SO3Hs- and BC-

500-SO3H-st 

 
In spectrum of BC-500-SO3Hs- and BC-500-SO3H-st, the 
peaks attributable to aliphatic C-H bond, aromatic C-H bond, 
O-H bond in a carboxylic acid group, and O-H bond in a 
phenol group are seen as a broad peak between 3750 cm-
1and 2359 cm-1and also peaks appeared at 1177-1179 cm−1 
and 1037 cm−1 assigned to S=O double bond stretching 
vibration, and the characteristic band about 628-668 cm−1 
was the C-S stretching vibration peak. The vibration bands at 
1037 (SO3- stretching) and 1384 cm-1(O=S=O stretching in 
SO3H) in the FTIR spectrum indicate that the resulting 
material possesses SO3H groups (Suganuma et al. 2008). The 
FT-IR spectrum of BC-500-SO3H (figure, 4.14) compares with 
other works, demonstrates bands at 1089cm-1, 1037cm-1, 
and 1179cm-1, which are consistent with S03H groups (X. 
Zhang et al. 2013). It is shown that the carbon-based solid 
acid have the group of –SO3H. 
 

3.8. Performance analysis for hydrolysis reaction of 

microcrystalline cellulose  

The microcrystalline cellulose of vivapur® 102 was white 
and insoluble in water and not treated by the ball-milling 
method. The XRD pattern of cellulose before the hydrolyzed 
reaction is shown in figure 4.15. The XRD pattern of the raw 
cellulose showed diffraction peaks of cellulose crystalline 
around 14.87°, 22.28°, and 34.77°. From the XRD pattern, the 
crystalline size of cellulose was calculated to be about 62Å.  
 

 
Figure 4.15: XRD patterns of microcrystalline cellulose 

before hydrolysis 
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Figure 4.16: FT-IR spectra for microcrystalline 

cellulose (MCC) 

 
All of the bands in the MCC spectrum appeared broader and 
sharper, especially those in the absorption bands at 3386 
cm-1 and 2905 cm-1, which are attributed to the stretching 
vibrational bands of the O–H group and C–H group in–CH2 

and –CH3, respectively (Liao et al, 2015) Figure 4.16. In 
addition, the absorption bands at 1166, 1114, 1059 and 
1058 cm-1 corresponding to the C–O–C stretching vibrations, 
considered to be important characteristics of cellulose (Liu 
et al. 2014; Fan et al. 2013), were also more intense in the 
MCC spectrum. The hydrogen bonds of cellulose were 
broken down when the catalysts were in contact with 
cellulose, which led to more C–H, C–C, C–OH and C–O–C 
exposed on the surface; as a result the intensity of these 
peaks increased (Tong et al. 2013). Also the intensity of the 
‘‘crystallinity band’’ ascribed to the saturated –CH bending 
vibration at 1433 cm-1 increased in MCC, demonstrating a 
higher degree of crystallinity (Kalita et al. 2013). 
 

3.9. The Interaction Effect of Process Variables for 

hydrolysis reaction 

The process variables were found to have significant 
interaction effects but less interaction effect of reaction 
temperature with catalyst to cellulose ratio. Figure 4.17 
showed the interaction effect of reaction temperatures with 
reaction time, the interaction effect of reaction time with 
catalyst to cellulose ratio on yield of glucose, respectively.  
As shown on the figure 4.17A, both temperature and time 
have increased up to optimum to increase the yield of 
glucose. Lower reaction temperatures could not 
depolymerize cellulose efficiently and thereby reduces the 
yield of glucose. And on the other hand higher reaction 
temperatures increases the depolymerize cellulose that can 
be hydrolyzed and increases the yield of glucose, but if 
reaction temperatures increases beyond optimum value it 
will degrade the glucose into other chemicals. 
 
 Figure 4.17 (B) showed, the interaction effect of reaction 
time with catalyst to cellulose ratio on yield of glucose. 
Similarly, as lower reaction time could not depolymerize 
cellulose efficiently because the catalyst need enough time to 
involve on the hydrolysis reaction and thereby reduces the 
yield of glucose. But, higher reaction time increases the 

activity of catalyst to depolymerize cellulose that can be 
hydrolyzed.  

 

 
A 

 

 
B 

 

 
C 

Figure 4.17: Three dimensional response surface plots 

representing interaction effects: (A) temperature with 

time (B) temperature with catalyst to cellulose ratio, 

and (C) time with catalyst to cellulose ratio. 

 

3.10. Optimal process condition for the hydrolysis reaction  

Process parameter optimization (interaction between reaction temperature and reaction time, interaction between reaction 
time and catalyst to cellulose ratio) is necessary in order to obtain the highest yield of glucose. This function searches for 
combination of independent parameter levels that simultaneously satisfy the requirement for response in the design 
(Yamaguchi et al. 2009). So in order to obtain the maximum yield of glucose, the predicted combination of parameters was as 
follows: temperature of 149.787oC, reaction time of 8hr and catalyst to cellulose ratio of 1.469:1. Under these conditions, the 
model predicted of 61.898% with a desirability value of 0.999(figure, 4.18). 
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Figure 4.18: The desirability and the optimum yield of glucose at optimum process conditions of cubic and 

contour plots. 

 

4. Conclusions 

A promising heterogeneous catalyst for depolmerization of 
cellulose has been prepared through sulfonation of bio char, 
i.e., a by-product of pyrolysis of woody biomass, with 96% 
sulphuric acid. Applying a stronger sulfonation procedure by 
using stronger sulfonation reagent (concentrated sulphuric 
acid) and higher mass ratio of sulphuric acid (10:1) to bio 
char resulted in higher hydrolysis activity. The high catalytic 
activity for the reaction can be attributed to the ability to 
adsorb -1, 4 glucan, the large effective surface area in water, 
and SO3H groups tolerable to hydration in the carbon 
material. 
 
The main objective of this research was to synthesize high 
surface area, porous, and high acidity carbon-based catalysts 
that have high activities on hydrolysis reactions. All 
synthesized catalysts were physically and chemically 
characterized using bulk density, acid density, elemental 
analysis, FT-IR, XRD, and SEM. Structural study through 
Elemental Analysis and FT-IR spectroscopy suggests that bio 
char-based catalyst consists of polycyclic aromatic carbon 
sheets bearing three different acidic groups of phenolic, 
carboxylic, and sulfonic, and the catalyst is stable up to 
temperature of 250oC. 
 
The first major contribution was the synthesis of porous and 
high acid density carbon based catalyst using a pyrolysis 
method. Bamboo was used as a carbon precursor to produce 
the catalyst support, while pyrolysis at different 
temperatures 400, 450 and 500oC. In general, as pyrolysis 
temperature increases the total acid density of the catalyst 
also increases because total pore volume increased with 
increasing activation temperature, it was expected that the 
total acid density of the catalyst samples would increase, as 
the increase in the pore size would allow the sulfonic groups 

to be more easily incorporated onto the carbon matrix. 
Sulfonation with sonication produces a catalyst with a high 
acid density and sulfur content than the catalyst with stirring 
or without sonication. The outputs of the experiment 
conducted have been analyzed by employing Design-Expert 
10.0.0, three-level with three-factor BBD, in which all 
samples were analyzed on absorbance value of the product 
using DNS method and the optimum value obtained from 
glucose yield of each samples.  
 
5. References 

[1] Abd, Sharifah Bee Hamid, Zaira Zaman Chowdhury, 
Md. Ziaul Karim, and Cellulosic. 2014. “Catalytic 
Extraction of Microcrystalline Cellulose ( MCC ) from 
Elaeis Guineensis Using Central Composite Design ( 
CCD ).” BioResources 9(4)(7403): 7403–26. 

[2] Anamaria Negrulescu, Viorica Patrulea, Manuela M. 
Mincea, Beatrice A. Vlad-Oros Cosmin Ionascu, and 
and Vasile Ostafe. 2012. “Adapting the Reducing 
Sugars Method with Dinitrosalicylic Acid to Microtiter 
Plates and Microwave Heating.” J. Braz. Chem. Soc. 
23(12): 2176–82. 

[3] Aslan, N, and Y Cebeci. 2007. “Application of Box – 
Behnken Design and Response Surface Methodology 
for Modeling of Some Turkish Coals.” Elsevier 86: 90–
97. 

[4] Bas¸ D., & Boyaci, and I. H. 2007. “Modeling and 
Optimization I: Usability of Response Surface 
Methodology. Journal of Food Engineering.” Journal of 

Food engineering 78: 836–845. 

[5] Belderok, H.J.M. 2007. “Experimental Investigation 
and Modeling of the Pyrolysis of Biomass, in Faculty 



International Journal of Trend in Scientific Research and Development (IJTSRD) @ www.ijtsrd.com eISSN: 2456-6470 

@ IJTSRD     |     Unique Paper ID – IJTSRD38100      |     Volume – 5 | Issue – 1     |     November-December 2020 Page 826 

Mechanical Engineering.” Eindhoven University of 

Technology: Eindhoven. 4. 

[6] Benak, Kelly R., Lourdes Dominguez, And James 
Economy, and Christian L. Mangun. 2002. “S 
Ulfonation of Pyropolymeric Fibers Derived from 
Phenol-Formaldehyde Resins.” Elsevier 40: 2323–32. 

[7] Bhaumikparesh, Prasenjit, and Laxmikant Dhepe. 
2016. Conversion of Biomass into Sugars. 

[8] Calvelo Pereira, R. Kaal, J., Camps Arbestain, M., Pardo 
Lorenzo, R., Aitkenhead, W.Hedley,M. Macías, F., 
Hindmarsh, J. and Maciá-Agulló, J.A. 2011. 
“Contribution to Characterisation of Biochar to 
Estimate the Labile Fraction of Carbon.” Org. Geochem. 
42: 1331–1342. 

[9] Corma, A., IBORRA S., And VELTY. 2007. “Chemical 
Routes for the Transformation of Biomass into 
Chemicals.” chem rev 107(6): 2411–2502. 

[10] Dehkhoda, A.M., A.H. West, N. and Ellis. 2010. 
“Developing Biochar-Based Catalyst for Biodiesel 
Production.” Applied Catalysis A. 

[11] Demirbas, A., and G. Arin. 2002. “An Overview of 
Biomass Pyrolysis.” Energy Sources 24: 471–482. 

[12] Fan, L.T, M.M Gharpuray, And Lee, Y-H., 2009. 
“Cellulose Hydrolysis.” Biotechnology Monographs 3: 
421–49. 

[13] Gaskin, J.W., Steiner, C., Harris, K., Das, K.C., and 
Bibens, B. 2008. “Effect of Low temperature Pyrolysis 
Conditions on Biochar for Agricultural Use.” Am. Soc. 

Agric. Biol. Eng. 51: 2061–2069. 

[14] Jan A. Geboers, Stijn Van de Vyver, Roselinde Ooms, 
Beau Op de Beeck, Pierre A. Jacobs and Bert F. Sels. 
2011. “Catalysis Science & Technology Chemocatalytic 
Conversion of Cellulose : Opportunities, Advances and 
Pitfalls.” Sci, Catal: 714–26. 

[15] Guo, Feng, Zhen Fang, C Charles Xu, and Richard L 
Smith. 2012. “Solid Acid Mediated Hydrolysis of 
Biomass for Producing Biofuels.” Progress in Energy 

and Combustion Science: 1–19.  

[16] Guo, Haixin, Xinhua Qi, Luyang Li, and Richard L 
Smith. 2012. “Bioresource Technology Hydrolysis of 
Cellulose over Functionalized Glucose-Derived 
Carbon Catalyst in Ionic Liquid.” Bioresource 

Technology 116: 355–59. Hara, Michikazu. 2009. 
“Environmentally Benign Production of Biodiesel 
Using Heterogeneous Catalysts.” ChemSusChem 2009, 
12: 129–35. 

[17] Harris, J.F., Baker, A. J., Conner, A. H., Jeffries, T. W., 
Minor, J. L., Pettersen, R. C., and Scott, R.W. 2006. 45 
Two-Stage, Dilute Sulfuric Acid Hydrolysis of Wood : An 

Investigation of Fundamentals. 

[18] Hu, L., Lu, W., Zhen, S., yong, Z., And Liu, S. 2015. 
“Chemocatalytic Hydrolysis of Cellulose into Glucose 
over Solid Acid Catalysts.” Applied Catalysis: 225–43. 

[19] Huang, Yao-Bing, and and Yao. Fu. 2013. “Hydrolysis 
of Cellulose to Glucose by Solid Acid Catalysts.” The 

Royal Society of Chemistry 15: 1095–1111. 

[20] Huber, George W., Sara Iborra, and Avelino Corma, 
2006. “Synthesis of Transportation Fuels from 

Biomass : Chemistry, Catalysts, and Engineering.” 
American Chemical Society 2: 20–28. 

[21] Kitano, M., Arai, K., Kodama, A., Kousaka, T., Nakajima, 
K., Hayashi, S., and Hara, M. 2009. “Preparation of a 
Sulfonated Porous Carbon Catalyst with High Specific 
Surface Area.” Springer Science+Business 131: 242–49. 

[22] Kobayashi, Hirokazu, Tasuku Komanoya, Hara, Kenji, 
and and Atsushi Fukuoka. 2010. “Water-Tolerant 
Mesoporous-Carbon-Supported Ruthenium Catalysts 
for the Hydrolysis of Cellulose to Glucose.” : 440–43. 

[23] Kraessig, H., Schurz, J., Steadman, R.G., Schliefer, K., 
Albrecht, W., Mohring, M. and Schlosse, H. 2004. 
Ullmann’s Encyclopedia of Industrial Chemistry. 

[24] Kumar, P., Barrett, D. M., Delwiche, M. J., and Stroeve, 
P. 2009. “Methods for Pretreatment of Lignocellulosic 
Biomass for Efficient Hydrolysis and Biofuel 
Production Methods for Pretreatment of 
Lignocellulosic Biomass for Efficient Hydrolysis and 
Biofuel Production.” American Chemical Society 48: 
3713–3729. 

[25] Lai, D., Deng, L., Li, J., Liao, B., Guo, Q., and Fu, Y. 2011. 
“Hydrolysis of Cellulose into Glucose by Magnetic 
Solid Acid.” Communications 4: 55–58. 

[26] Li, Changzhi, and Zongbao K Zhao. 2007. “Efficient 
Acid-Catalyzed Hydrolysis of Cellulose in Ionic 
Liquid.” Communications 349: 1847–50. 

[27] Liao, C.J., T, Fang, SS, Luo, GZ, Fan, and GS, S. 2015. 
“H3PW12O40.4H2O as an Efficient Catalyst for the 
Conversion of Cellulose into Partially Substituted 
Cellulose Acetate.” J Appl Polym Sci 132: 41212/1–
41212/7. 

[28] Liu, Min, Jia, S., Gong, Y., Song, C., and Guo, X. 2013. 
“Effective Hydrolysis of Cellulose into Glucose over 
Sulfonated Sugar-Derived Carbon in an Ionic Liquid E 
Ff Ective Hydrolysis of Cellulose into Glucose over 
Sulfonated Sugar- Derived Carbon in an Ionic Liquid.” 
(June). 

[29] Liu, X., Huang, M., Ma, H., Zhang, Z., Gao, J., Zhu, Y., Han, 
Xiao-jin, and Guo, X. 2010. “Preparation of a Carbon-
Based Solid Acid Catalyst by Sulfonating Activated 
Carbon in a Chemical Reduction Process.” 15: 7188–
96. 

[30] Mohan, Dinesh, Charles U Pittman, Philip H and Steele. 
2006. “Pyrolysis of Wood / Biomass for Bio-Oil : A 
Critical Review.” Energy fuels 20(4): 848–89. 

[31] Myers, R. H., D. C. Montgomery, C. M and Anderson-
Cook. 2009. 705 John Wiley & Sons. Response Surface 

Methodology: Process and Product Optimization Using 

Designed Experiments (Vol. 705). 

[32] Nada, Abd-Allah M. A., Mohamed Y. El-Kady, Essam S. 
Abd El-Sayed, and Fatma M. Amine. 2009. 
“PREPARATION AND CHARACTERIZATION OF.” 
BioResources 4(Mcc): 1359–71. 

[33] Nakajima, Kiyotaka, and Michikazu Hara. 2012. 
“Amorphous Carbon with SO 3 H Groups as a Solid 
Brønsted Acid Catalyst.” ACS 2: 1296−1304. 

[34] Okamura, M., Takagaki, A., Toda, M., Kondo, J., Domen, 
K., Tatsumi, T., Hara, and M., Hayashi, S.2006. “Acid-



International Journal of Trend in Scientific Research and Development (IJTSRD) @ www.ijtsrd.com eISSN: 2456-6470 

@ IJTSRD     |     Unique Paper ID – IJTSRD38100      |     Volume – 5 | Issue – 1     |     November-December 2020 Page 827 

Catalyzed Reactions on Flexible Polycyclic Aromatic 
Carbon in Amorphous Carbon.” Chem.Mater. 18(5): 
3039–45. 

[35] Onda, Ayumu, Takafumi Ochi, Yanagisawa, and 
Kazumichi. 2008. “Selective Hydrolysis of Cellulose 
into Glucose over Solid Acid Catalysts †.” Green 

Chemistry 10: 1037. 

[36] Ayumu Onda, Takafumi Ochi, and Ka zumichi 
Yanagisawa. 2009. “Hydrolysis of Cellulose Selectively 
into Glucose Over Sulfonated Activated-Carbon 
Catalyst Under Hydrothermal Conditions.” Top Catal 
52: 801–7. 

[37] Pang, Jifeng, Aiqin Wang, and Tao Zhang, K. 2010. 
“Hydrolysis of Cellulose into Glucose over Carbons 
Sulfonated at Elevated Temperatures.” (c): 1–7. 

[38] Peterson, A.A.,Vogel, F., Lachance, R.P., Froling, M., 
Antal, M.J., and Tester, J.W.2008. “Thermochemical 
Biofuel Production in Hydrothermal Media: A Review 
of Sub and Supercritical Water Technologies.” Energy 

Environ. Sci. 1(July): 32–65. 

[39] Picker-freyer, and Katharina M. 2007. “an insight into 
the process of tablet formation of microcrystalline 
cellulose Structural Changes on a Nanoscale Level.” 
Journal of Thermal Analysis and Calorimetry 89: 745–
48. 

[40] Qi, Xinhua, Haixin Guo, Luyang Li, and Richard L 
Smith. 2012. “Acid-Catalyzed Dehydration of Fructose 
into 5- Hydroxymethylfurfural by Cellulose-Derived 
Amorphous Carbon.” 8579: 2215–20. 

[41] Qi, Xinhua, Masaru Watanabe, Taku M Aida, Richard L. 
and Smith Jr. 2011. “Catalytic Conversion of Cellulose 
into 5-Hydroxymethylfurfural in High Yields via a 
Two-Step Process.” : 1327–33. 

[42] Ramakrishnan, S., Collier, J. Oyetunji, R., Stutts, B., and 
Burnett, R. 2010. “Bioresource Technology Enzymatic 
Hydrolysis of Cellulose Dissolved in N-Methyl 
Morpholine Oxide / Water Solutions.” Bioresource 

Technology 101(13): 4965–70. 

[43] Rinaldi, Roberto, and Ferdi Schuth. 2009. “Design of 
Solid Catalysts for the Conversion of Biomass.” Energy 

& Environmental Science: 610–26. 

[44] Salvador, Ângelo C., Mickael da C. Santos, Saraiva., and 
Jorge A. 2010. “Effect of the Ionic Liquid [bmim]Cl and 
High Pressure on Activity of Cellulase. Concerning the 
Combined Effect of an Ionic Liquid and High.” Green 

Chemistry 12: 632–35. 

[45] Sasaki, M., Fang, Z., F., Y., Adschiri, T., and Arai, K. 
2000. “Dissolution and Hydrolysis of Cellulose in 
Subcritical and Supercritical Water.” (2331): 2883–
90. 

[46] Shi, J., Balamurugan, K., Parthasarathi, R., 
Sathitsuksanoh, N., Zhang, S., Stavila, V., Subramanian, 
V., Blake A. and Singh, S. 2014. “Understanding the 
Role of Water during Ionic Liquid Pretreatment of 
Lignocellulose: Co-Solvent or Anti-Solvent?†.” 16: 
3830–40. 

[47] Siro, Istvan, and David Plackett. 2010. 
“Microfibrillated Cellulose and New Nanocomposite 

Materials : A Review.” Springer Science+Business 17: 
459–94. 

[48] Suganuma, Satoshi, Kiyotaka Nakajima, Masaaki 
Kitano, and Shigenobu Hayashi. 2012. “Sp 3 -Linked 
Amorphous Carbon with Sulfonic Acid Groups as a 
Heterogeneous Acid Catalyst.” 856: 1–7. 

[49] Suganuma, Satoshi, Kiyotaka Nakajima, Masaaki 
Kitano, and Daizo Yamaguchi. 2008. “Hydrolysis of 
Cellulose by Amorphous Carbon Bearing SO 3 H, 
COOH, and OH Groups.” : 12787–93. 

[50] Tagusagawa, C., Takagaki, A., Iguchi, A., Takanabe, K., 
Kondo, J., and Ebitani, K. 2010. Communications 
Highly Active Mesoporous Nb – W Oxide Solid-Acid 

Catalyst **. 

[51] Titirici, and Maria-magdalena. 2012. Novel Carbon 
Adsorbents Hydrothermal Carbons : 

Synthesis,Characterization,andApplications.ElsevierLt
d.  

[52] Toda, M., Takagaki, A., Okumura, M., Kondo, J. N., 
Hayashi, S., Domen, K., and Hara, M. 2005. “Biodiesel 
Made with Sugar Catalyst.” Nature 438(November): 
178. 

[53] Tong, DS, Xia, X., Luo, X., Wu, LM., Lin, CX., Yu, WH., 
CH., And Zhou, ZK. 2013. “Catalytic Hydrolysis of 
Cellulose to Reducing Sugar over Acid-Activated 
Montmorillonite Catalysts.” Appl Clay Sci 74: 147–153. 

[54] Vyver, Stijn Van De, Jan Geboers, Pierre A Jacobs, and 
Bert F Sels. 2011. “Recent Advances in the Catalytic 
Conversion of Cellulose.” chemcatchem: 82–94. 

[55] Wang, Dan, Shi-bin Shang, Zhan-qian Song, and 
Myoung-ku Lee. 2010. “Journal of Industrial and 
Engineering Chemistry Evaluation of Microcrystalline 
Cellulose Prepared from Kenaf Fibers.” Elsevier 16: 
152–56. 

[56] Wu, Y., Fu, Z., Yin, D., Xu, Q., Liu, F., Lu, C., And Mao, 
L.2012. “Microwaveassisted Hydrolysis of Crystalline 
Cellulose Catalyzed by Biomass Char Sulfonic Acids.” 
Green Chemistry 12(10): 696. 

[57] Wu, Y., Zhang, C., Liu, Y., Fu, Z., Baohua D., And, Yin, 
D.2012. “Biomass Char Sulfonic Acids (BC-SO3H)-
Catalyzed Hydrolysis of Bamboo under Microwave 
Irradiation.” bioresources 7(4): 5950–59. 

[58] Xu, Q., Z. G. Yang,Yin, D. L., and F. Zhang. 2008. 
“Synthesis of Chalcones Catalyzed by a Novel Solid 
Sulfonic Acid from Bamboo.” Catal. Commun. 9: 1579–
1582. 

[59] Yamaguchi, D., Kitano, M., Suganuma, S., Nakajima, K., 
Hideki K., And Hara, M. 2009. “Hydrolysis of Cellulose 
by a Solid Acid Catalyst under Optimal Reaction 
Conditions.” In, 3181–88. 

[60] Yaman, Serdar. 2004. “Pyrolysis of Biomass to 
Produce Fuels and Chemical Feedstocks.” 45: 651–71. 

[61] Yang, Z;, S; Xu, Ma X And, and S. Wang. 2008. 
“Characterization and Acetylation Behavior of 
Bamboo Pulp.” Wood Science Technology. 12(2): 621–
632. 



International Journal of Trend in Scientific Research and Development (IJTSRD) @ www.ijtsrd.com eISSN: 2456-6470 

@ IJTSRD     |     Unique Paper ID – IJTSRD38100      |     Volume – 5 | Issue – 1     |     November-December 2020 Page 828 

[62] Yao-Bing, H. and, and F. Yao. 2013. “Hydrolysis of 
Cellulose to Glucose by Solid Acid Catalysts.” Green 

Chemistry 15: 1095–1111. 

[63] Yu, Joyleene T., Amir Mehdi Dehkhoda, And Ellis, 
Naoko. 2011. “Development of Biochar-Based Catalyst 
for Transesterification of Canola Oil.” Energy fuels 
(11): 337–44. 

[64] Yu, Joyleene T., Amir Mehdi Dehkhoda, And Naoko 
Ellis. 2010. “Development of Biochar-Based Catalyst 
for Transesterification of Canola Oil.” researchgate 
6(25): 337–44. 

[65] Zhang, X., Lei, H., Zhu, L., Qian, M., Chan, J., Zhu, X., Liu, 
Y., Yadavalli, G., Yan, D., Wang, L., Bu, Q., Wei, Y., and 

Wu, Joan 2013. “Journal of Molecular Catalysis A : 
Chemical Lignosulfonate-Based Heterogeneous 
Sulfonic Acid Catalyst for Hydrolyzing Glycosidic 
Bonds of Polysaccharides.” “Journal of Molecular 

Catalysis. A, Chemical” 377: 102–7.  

[66] Zhang, Zehui, and Zongbao K Zhao. 2009. “Solid Acid 
and Microwave-Assisted Hydrolysis of Cellulose in 
Ionic Liquid.” Carbohydrate Research 344(15): 2069–
72.  

[67] Zhou, C., Xia, X., Lin, C., Tong, D., and Beltramini, J. 
2011. “Chem Soc Rev Catalytic Conversion of 
Lignocellulosic Biomass to Fine Chemicals and Fuels.” 
Chem Soc 

 

Statement of novelty 

The paper kept its originality and no one did it before. The work produces active and simple heterogeneous catalyst for 
conversion of polymer compound. The produced catalyst was unique in saving time and reducing byproduct. Therefore, the 
work introduces new catalyst and analyzes its behavior in conversion by applying on cellulose polymer.  
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