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ABSTRACT 

The present paper attempts to study the status and prevailing condition of 

Elementary Education in Valsad district of Gujarat. Descriptive-Survey was 

used as the methodology of the study. In the study, 20 primary school of which 

10 each from private and government were selected through random 

sampling technique. A self-made questionnaire was employed as the tool of 

the study with Mean percentage as the statistical technique in order to collect, 

analyze the data. From the study, it came to draw that Elementary Education is 

the beginning of education. Even though there were many Government 

primary schools it was not that developed and properly maintained. Many 

defects existed as compare to private schools. So, it is the right time for the 

government to take serious initiative for the development and proper 

functioning of Elementary Education in the district as well as in the State as a 

whole. 
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INTRODUCTION 

Education is one of the primary needs of human beings and 

where there is education, there is civilization. It is a process 

of human enlightenment and empowerment for the achieve-

ment of higher and higher quality of life. The welfare and 

progress of a nation depends on the quality of education pre-

vailing in the country. In a democratic set up, the role of ed-

ucation becomes particularly important since democracy can 

function effectively only if there is an active participation by 

the people and this participation comes only through educa-

tion. On the other hand, primary education is the backbone 

of educational pattern of a country. Any system of education 

can never be successful so long as it does have a sound 

primary education system; primary education laid the deep 

foundation of the special scheme for the development of the 

child commensurate with his growing age. It is a potent 

factor for the development of a child’s personality. At this 

stage, the child starts interacting with his environment that 

helped to attain and achieve better and higher quality life in 

his future endeavours. From this view, our national leaders 

have always been making constant efforts for mass 

education in our country. The Education Commission (1964-

66) carefully pointed out that, “destiny of India is being 

shared in her classroom.” According to Article 45 of Indian 

Constitution, the state would strive for free and compulsory 

primary education up to the age of 14 years for all children. 

  

Primary education plays a significant role in the 

development of a country. It is very essential to provide at 

least minimum lend of education to all the people. But the 

literacy percentage is very low in India at present. For 

providing at least minimum level of education in Article 45  

 

had provided to all children up to the elementary level. The  

realization of this production had, become necessary for 

developing countries in view of the tremendous 

technological development of the world. However, in spite of 

the various efforts, the constitutional directives could not be 

fulfilled till now because of many problems. In different 

countries, primary education is called Elementary Education 

or Fundamental Education. In India, we use three terms for it 

i.e. Basic education, Elementary education and primary 

education. With the failure of Basic education, it is now 

called mostly primary education. In accordance with our 

constitution the primary education is to be provided in the 

school i.e. of 8 (eight) years duration for the age group of 

children 6-14 years. In some states, the upper primary is also 

called middle school education. Primary education plays a 

very important role not only in the socialization of a child 

but also in his physical and mental growth. It is very clear 

that primary education is the backbone of educational 

pattern of a country. Any system of education can never be 

successful so long as if it does not have a sound and smooth 

primary education system. Primary education lays the deep 

foundation of the education system of a country. But still the 

goal of Universalization of primary education has always 

remained un-reached and unachieved. As the primary 

schools are still facing many problems such as wastage and 

stagnation, problems of non-enrolment, lack of physical and 

human resources, lack of competent teachers, problems of 

organization and administration, problems of infrastructure 

etc. There is always a difference in construction, 

management, way of teaching, administration compare to 

hills and the valley. Till today, hill areas are facing many 
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problems regarding education. If the education system is 

continuous like this, then the state will never develop and it 

will take another century to reach the desire level.  

 

OBJECTIVES OF THE STUDY  

1. To find out the problems faced by the students in 

Primary schools.  

2. To find out the problems faced by the teachers in 

Primary schools.  

3. To find out the shortage of the necessary infrastructure 

of the selected primary schools.  

 

HYPOTHESES OF THE STUDY  

1. There exists the problems faced by the students in 

primary schools.  

2. There exists the problems faced by the teachers in 

primary schools.  

3. There exists the shortage of the necessary infrastructure 

in the selected primary schools.  

METHODOLOGY  

For the present study, descriptive survey method is 

employed. 

 

SAMPLE  

In the present study, 20 primary schools with 10 each from 

the private and government is selected through a random 

sampling technique.  

 

TOOLS  

For this study, a self-made questionnaire is employed as the 

tool giving weight age of ‘1’ for ‘Yes’ and ‘0’ for ‘No’ respec-

tively.  

 

STATISTICAL TECHNIQUE  

Mean Percentage is used as a statistical technique in order to 

compare, analyze all the relevant data.  

 

 

ANALYSIS AND INTERPRETATION  

Table – 1 PROBLEM RELATED TO THE STUDENTS 

SL. NO. PROBLEM YES (%) NO (%) 

1. Is there library facility in your school? 23 77 

2. Do you get water supply in the school compound? 41 59 

3. Does the school provide transport facility to the students? 09 91 

4. Does the school provide computer class? 05 95 

5. Are the classrooms of the school proper lighted and well ventilated? 16 84 

6. Does your school have proper playground? 72 28 

7. Do the teachers are attending class regularity? 100 0 

 Total 38 62 

 

Table-1 shows the various problems faced by the students in different primary schools. According to the opinion collected from 

10 primary schools, all the students faced different problems like library problem, water problem and proper lighted and 

ventilated problem. But, all the primary schools faced common problem in transport and computer facilities which are not 

provided by the schools. Therefore, the hypothesis is accepted.  

 

Table – 2 PROBLEMS RELATED TO THE TEACHERS 

SL. NO. PROBLEM YES (%) NO (%) 

1. Do the teachers adopt lesson plan? 70 30 

2. Do teacher give homework or assignment regularly to the students? 65 35 

3. Are the teachers able to cover their syllabus in time? 86 14 

4. Do you face the problem of shortage of teachers? 90 10 

5. Do the students co-operate with their teachers while learning their lessons? 95 05 

6. Are the teachers attending class regularly? 92 08 

7. Is there good relationship among the teachers, staff, students and principal/headmaster? 96 04 

8. Do teachers and non-teaching staffs get salary regularly? 64 36 

9. Does your school conduct staff meeting? 92 08 

10. Are the parents satisfied in the teaching process provided by the school? 91 09 

 Total 84.10 15.90 

 

Table-2 shows, the various problems faced by the teachers in primary schools. According to the data collection, mostly the 

teachers suffer from salary problem, some teachers cannot give regular assignment and cannot finish syllabus in time.  
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Therefore, the hypothesis is accepted. 

Table – 3 PROBLEMS RELATED TO INFRASTRUCTURE 

SL. NO. PROBLEM YES (%) NO (%) 

1. Does the school conduct co-curriculum activities? 100 0 

2. Does the school provide medical check-up facilities to the school? 03 97 

3. Is the sanitary facility provided by your school satisfactory? 72 28 

4. Does the school provide separate toilet facility to both teachers and students? 81 19 

5. Do you get financial help from the central and state government? 60 40 

6. Does your inspector of your school visit your school regularly? 45 55 

7. Does the area where your school has established been a friendly environment? 87 13 

8. Are the classrooms of the school sufficient for the students? 62 38 

9. Are local people involved in your school management? 78 22 

10. Do bands and strike affect the academic atmosphere of your school? 82 18 

 Total 67 33 

 

Table-3 shows regarding the infrastructure problems faced by the schools such as medical check-up facilities, sanitary facilities, 

lack of financial help from the government etc. For the infrastructure facilities all the schools are enjoying to the desirable level. 

Therefore, the hypothesis is rejected.  

 

CONCLUSION  

Elementary education is the foundation of the formal system 

of education. If a child has a proper or deep rooted founda-

tion then, half work of a child is done. It is the beginning of 

education.  

 

Even the constitution of India give this right and Article 45 

was inserted which ensure free and compulsory education 

till the children complete 14 years of age. Each and every 

child has the right to get education. In Gujarat, primary 

schools were tremendously increased for the 2-3 decades 

but so it does not reach the desired level.  

 

At present, there are many private and government primary 

schools. Even though there are many government primary 

schools in the Valsad district, it is not that developed and 

properly maintained. There are many defects compare to 

private schools. That is why parents preferred to send their 

wards to private schools than government schools in spite of 

the expensiveness.  

 

If the government schools are not properly maintained and 

develop, then many poor children will not get proper 

education as their parents cannot afford private school. If 

there is no proper education for each and every child, then 

there would be no development in the society as well as in 

the State.  

 

That is why government must take initiative steps for the 

development and proper functioning of elementary 

education in Valsad district of Gujarat.  

 

SUGGESTION FOR IMPROVEMENT 

1. In order to have a smooth functioning of the primary 

schools, salaries have to be paid on time.  

2. Adult literacy programme should be given towards their 

parents by means of radio, T.V., informal discussion, 

seminar etc.  

3. As game and sport is also a part of co-curricular 

activities in the field of education, the school must  

 

encourage and provide a sufficient material so that the 

students will get all round development in the teaching-

leaning process.  

4. Most of the school faced lack of trained teachers. In 

order to improve the teaching skill of the teachers and 

the government should organize seminar or short term 

course for the teachers.  

5. For the improvement of infrastructure of primary 

schools, the government need to invest more or pay 

more attention towards the primary schools.  

6. In order to have sufficient teachers in primary schools, 

the government must recruit more qualified teachers.  

7. For the effective and value education, education system 

should be made free zone.  

8. In order to have a quality education in the State, educa-

tional curriculum should be made in such a way that stu-

dents should take more initiative part.  

9. The school must provide a cheap transport facility so 

that it would be more convenient for the students to go 

for school.  
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