International Journal of Trend in Scientific Research and Development (IJTSRD)
Volume 4 Issue 2, February 2020 Available Online: www.ijtsrd.com e-ISSN: 2456 - 6470

o

) 4

L 4

Child Sexual Abuse in India: Current Issues
Dr. Naveen Singh Chouhan

Assistant Professor, Shri Vaishnav Institute of Law, Indore, Madhya Pradesh, India

How to cite this paper: Dr. Naveen Singh
Chouhan "Child Sexual Abuse in India: Current
Issues" Published in International Journal of
Trend in Scientific Research and Development
(ijtsrd), ISSN: 2456-6470, Volume-4 | Issue-2,
February 2020, pp.1128-1130, URL:
https://www.ijtsrd.com/papers/ijtsrd30282.pdf

IJTSRD30282

Copyright © 2019 by author(s) and International
Journal of Trend in Scientific Research and
Development Journal. This is an Open Access
article distributed under the

terms of the Creative |@

Commons Attribution

License (cc BY 4.0)

INRODUCTION

The World Health Organization (WHO) defines Child Sexual
Abuse (CSA) as “the involvement of a child in sexual activity
that he or she does not fully comprehend, is unable to give
informed consent to, or for which the child is not
developmentally prepared and cannot give consent, or that
violates the laws or social taboos of society. . .”! Millions of
youngsters square measure victims of violence and
exploitation. They’re physically and showing emotion
vulnerable and that they may be scarred forever by mental
or emotional abuse. we all know what to try and do, and that
we knowledge to try and do it.

Child intercourse crime can be a widespread, critical and
long developing downside prevailing in Asia country. Kids
rectangular degree commonly abused through the  folks
famous to them like neighbours relatives, own family pals
and no longer by means of strangers the percentage of
intercourse crime by strangers is extremely  low
(Morgenbesser, 2010). Lack of faith in institutions and
challenge of social stigma prevents reportage of cases of
kid intercourse crime many of the victims. The govt. Has
taken its initiative to cope with the matter through enacting
the Protection of youngsters from Sexual Offenses Act in
2012 (POCSO) however correct implementation of such legal
guidelines and policies is needed for this reason on diminish
this social menace. Studies propose that over seven, 200
children, together with infants, square measure raped each
year; specialists believe that quite a few a lot of instances go
unreported. Expressing subject concerning violence towards
girls whilst the Indian capital rape, Louis-Georges Arsenault,
international corporation Children“s Fund (UNICEF)
representative to Asian country, aforementioned that “too
several of these cases rectangular measure children"s.”
youngsters circulate to cities looking for job associate
degree higher living normal an The aim of the research is
To decide the quantity of prevailing baby sexual abuse and
To decide the safety of acts applied for baby sexual offence.

Problem and Nature of Child Sexual Abuse in India

Nature kid ill-usage includes physical, sexual and emotional
abuse and physical, instructional and emotional neglect.
Before the arrival of POCSO, there was lack of definition of

1 World Health Organisation. Report of the consultation on
child abuse prevention (WHO/HSC/PVI1/99.1).
Geneva(Switzerland): World Health Organisation, 1999.

(http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by/4.0)

kid statutory offences and therefore most cases weren't

prosecuted. makes an attempt to outline kid statutory

offences enclosed-four components:

» Wide enough to incorporate abuse within and outdoors
family. Sexual experiences that embody each physical
and non-contact

»  Activities. Exploitation by associate adult wherever a
baby is in a very position

» Wherever he can“t refuse or is unable to grasp the
character of abuse. bad person might not essentially be
associate adult however he's

» Abundant larger, stronger and cheat. In 1984, Kempe
and Kempe listed 9 classes to help in identification
World Health Organization had been therefore abused:
criminal congress, pedophilia, Exhibitionism,
Molestation, sexuality, Rape, Sexual sexual pleasure,
porn kid vice crime the foremost comprehensive
definition of kid statutory offences is given by the
committee on Sexually Abused Children that states that
any child below the age of consent could also be deemed
to own been sexually abused once a sexually matured
person has been increasing till recent date this has
created a great impact on sexual offences as the existing
laws must be improvised to punish the persons.

Current Extent in India

But today, the present scenario has changed since 2012.
Under POCSO Section 72 defines sexual assault and Section
113 defines sexual harassment in a lucid manner covering
almost all kinds of sexual exploitation among children.

Section 79 4states that- Whoever, with sexual intent touches
the vagina, penis, anus or breast of the child or makes the
child touch the vagina, penis, anus or breast of such person
or any other person, or does any other act with sexual intent
which involves physical contact without penetration is said
to commit sexual assault. Section 1115 states that- A person
is said to commit sexual harassment upon a child when such
person with sexual intent,- utters any word or makes any
sound, or makes any gesture or exhibits any object or part of
body with the intention that such word or sound shall be

2POCSO Act
3 ibid
4ibid
5 ibid
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heard, or such gesture or object or part of body shall be seen
by the child; or makes a child exhibit his body or any part of
his body so as it is seen by such person or any other person;
or shows any object to a child in any form or media for
pornographic purposes; or repeatedly or constantly follows
or watches or contacts a child either directly or through
electronic, digital or any other means; or threatens to use, in
any form of media, a real or fabricated depiction through
electronic, film or digital or any other mode, of any part of
the body of the child or the involvement of the child in a
sexual act; entices a child for pornographic purposes or gives
gratification there for. Child abuse is a unique crime in a
number of ways: It occurs in the home, where there are no
witnesses; The victim is a child who is too young or
intimidated to object; The offender is a person in the
parental role; People deny that child abuse occurs. The
victim is likely to be repeatedly victimised;

Indian Criminal Law

India is home to 430 million adolescents that is near
remembers one for every 5 adolescents beneath the age of
eighteen years, inside the world. They face stunning
difficulties from the day they're conceived. insufficiency
infection, absence of education, dealing, constrained work,
medicate misuse, rape filth and so on don't appear to be
unprecedented among the adolescents in Asian nation. The
paper fundamentally manages the matter of child rape in
Asian country. kid rape incorporates physical or mental sick
utilization of an infant ordinarily by a person Joined Nations
organization is during a place of trust and trust in regard to
the kid. The individual uses the child for sexual incitement or
for sexual delight. National investigation embraced by the
Ministry of young ladies and child improvement laid out
»sexual assault" as making the child stroke with his/her
components genitalia genital organ privates groin conceptive
organ sex organ or making the child display non-open body
parts and being shot inside the nude. However, the report
neglected to display truth reality because of the greater part
of the cases go unreported because of the shame snared to
that in our general public. An investigation directed by the
UNICEF once the 2012 Delhi assault uncovered that one in
every 3 assault cases, the injured individual could be a child
Associate in Nursing these occurrences are expanding at a
fearsome rate.8 near 7200 youths just as babies are
assaulted every year that is a trouble of noteworthy
concern.9 Before could 2012, changed segments of the IPC
tending to sexual offenses were conjointly applied to the
instances of child rape prompting genuine unsuccessful
labor of equity on the grounds that the arrangements
weren't genuinely adequate for their application to instances
of child rape. Area 354 IPC rebuffs a person for insulting the
unobtrusiveness of a woman by utilization of criminal power
nonetheless in the event that we will in general apply this
segment to instance of state sexual maltreatment of
Associate in Nursing child the extreme disadvantage which
may emerge is the thing that humility will a infant of two
years have.

Mental health outcomes: what are the effects of CSA?
Several models have been developed in an attempt to explain
the adverse negative impact of CSA®. Among the most

6 Freeman KA, Morris TL: A review of conceptual models
explaining the effects of child sexual abuse. Aggress Violent
Beh. 2001

established conceptual frameworks on the impact of CSA is
the Four-Factor Traumagenics Model’. This version shows
that CSA alters a child’s cognitive and emotional orientation
to the world and reasons trauma through distorting their
self-concept and affective capacities. This model underscores
the problems of agree with and intimacy which might
be specially pronounced amongst victims of CSA. The unique
nature of CSA as a form of maltreatment is highlighted via
the four trauma-causing factors that sufferers may
additionally experience, which might be stressful
sexualization, betrayal, powerlessness, and stigmatization.
Traumatic sexualization refers back to the sexuality of
the sufferers this is formed and distorted by means of the
sexual abuse. Betrayal is the loss of believe within the
wrongdoer who shattered the connection and in different
adults who are perceived as now not having protected the
child from being abused in the first place, or having not
supported her upon disclosure. Powerlessness is
experienced through power troubles at play in CSA, where
victims are unable to regulate the situation notwithstanding
feeling the danger of harm and the violation of their private
space. Stigmatization is the incorporation of perceptions,
reinforced by using the culprit’'s manipulative discourse
or through dominant social poor attitudes toward sufferers,
of being bad or deserving and answerable for the abuse.

Among the wealth of psychopathologies that have been
studied among CSA victims, post-traumatic stress and
dissociation symptoms have received great attention.
Overall, victims have been shown to present significantly
more of these symptoms than non-abused children, or than
victims of other forms of trauma. In one of our studies that
compared 67 sexually abused school-aged girls with a
matched group, CSA was found to significantly increase the
odds of presenting with a clinical level of dissociation and
PTSD symptoms, respectively, by eightfold and fourfold.

Aside from post-traumatic stress and dissociation symptoms,
a significant number of other mental health and behavioral
disturbances have been linked to CSA. High levels of mood
disorders, such as major depressive episodes, are found in
cohorts of children and teenagers who have been sexually
abused. Sexually abused children are more likely than their
non-abused counterparts to present behavior problems,
such as inappropriate sexualized behaviors. In the teenage
years, they are found to more often exhibit conduct
problems and engage in at-risk sexual behaviors. Victims are
more prone to abusing substances, to engaging in self-harm
behaviors, and to attempting or committing suicide.
Adolescents sexually abused in childhood are five times
more likely to report non-clinical psychotic experiences such
as delusions and hallucinations than their non-abused
counterparts.

The mental health outcomes of CSA victims are likely to
continue into adulthood as the link of CSA to lifetime
psychopathology has been demonstrated.

Preventive strategies: how can we prevent CSA from
happening in the first place?

In light of the high prevalence of CSA and therefore
the wealth of deleterious outcomes related to this

7 Finkelhor D, Browne A: The traumatic impact of child
sexual abuse: A Conceptualization. ] Orthopsychiat. 1985
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abusive experience, it stands to reason that research
attention must turn toward preventing CSA. Two
widespread sorts of sexual abuse prevention efforts are
extensively studied and disseminated, namely, offender
“management” and academic programs delivered, for the
foremost part, in class settings. Offender management is
that the approach that aims to regulate known offenders,
for instance, registries, background employment checks,
longer prison sentences and various intervention
programs. it's a tertiary prevention initiative that acts
mostly within the individual sphere and, as such,
presents certain inherent limitations with regard to
preventing CSA from happening within the first place.
Indeed, although the public generally approves of so-called
punitive legal practices, such as longer sentences, they are
based on a misconception of sexual abusers as pedophiles,
“guileful strangers” who prey on children in public places,
when in actual fact the child sex offender population is more
varied, includes individuals known to the victim and is
comprised of juveniles in almost a third of cases.

The second most frequent approach, primary prevention,
involves universal educational programs generally delivered
in schools and aimed at potential victims. In the majority of
cases, these universal programs also intervene in the
individual preventive sphere and more infrequently in the
family or societal sphere.

These programs can be offered at low cost, they are fairly
easy to implement widely, and they allow to reach a
maximum number of children while avoiding the
stigmatization of a particular population. Yet, this approach
has also been criticized since it places the responsibility of
prevention in the hands of children. Consequently, this
approach should not be considered as the only answer to a
social problem as complex as CSA. A multi-factorial approach

may indeed constitute a more promising solution to solve
the problem of sexual abuse. A multi-factorial
conceptualization of sexual assault suggests that only the
development of global preventive approaches, targeting
personal, family as well as societal norms that influence the
risk of assault, may substantially reduce incidence and
prevalence rates.

CONLUSION

The sexual assault of youngsters may be asort of
maltreatment that provokes reactions of indignation and
incomprehensibility altogether cultures. Yet, CSA is,
unfortunately, a widespread problem that affects quite 1
out of 5 women and one out of 10 men worldwide. This
alarming rate clearly involves extensive and powerful
policy and practice efforts. While the consequences of
CSA might not always be initially visible, survivors of CSA
still carry the threat to their well-being. The traumatic
experience of CSA is one major risk think about the
event of psychological state problems affecting both the
present and future well-being of victims. Considering that
a lot of victims still be undetected, the roots of those
psychological state problems can also be unrecognized.
Inan attemptto supply effective servicesto all or
any victims, we should always prioritize the event of
strategies to deal with the barriers to disclosure and
reporting. Although the taboo of CSA won'tbe as
prominent as a couple of decades ago when CSA was
rarely spoken of, veiled issues should prevent victims
from reaching bent authorities to reveal the abuse they
suffer. To effectively prevent CSA, global preventive
approaches, targeting personal, family and societal
conditions, got to be explored and validated so to
guard subsequent generations of youngsters and youth
from sexual victimization.
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